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John McKinley’s 

new book is a skillful 
introduction for 
Christian educators 
to the methods in 
group dynamics 








John McKinley 








“A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION” 


“This book is a valuable contribution to 
the literature of adult education and de- 
serves a wide use by workers in this field. 


It should prove especially helpful in the 
educational work of the church.” 


DEALS WITH PROBLEMS OF METHODOLOGY 


“His book successfully spans the chasm 
between the behavioral sciences and the 
practical work of the churches. Without 
parading his knowledge of psychology, group 
processes, and the principles of personality 
development, he nevertheless uses this knowl- 


edge expertly in dealing with the problems 
of methodology. This should prove of great 
value to church workers who are not con- 
versant with the literature of research but 
feel the need of utilizing these results in the 
improvement of their teaching methods.” 


PRACTICAL AND SIMPLY PHRASED 


“Professor McKinley’s treatment is prac- 
tical and phrased in simple language, but it 
is based upon the dependable findings of 
research and experimentation and is pre- 


sented in a way that directly serves the 
needs of workers in the local church who 
must carry on their work without specialized 
training.” 


FOR FREQUENT CONSULTATION 


“The thoughtful reader . . . will find also 
that it is an excellent introduction and a 
dependable guide. Teachers of adults will 


find many occasions to consult its pages 
for help in setting up and using the methods 
outlined.” 





These quotations are taken from the Introduction to the book, CREATIVE 
METHODS FOR ADULT CLASSES, by John McKinley. The introduction 
was written by Lawrence C. Little, Chairman, Department of Religious Education, 
University of Pittsburgh. 
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LOVE-TENDED LIGHT 
by Alma Robison Higbee 
The whole world over, man is 

much the same, 
No matter what the color, race or 
creed, 


He owns an individual dream and 
calls a name, 


And sets a doorstone to fill his 
urgent need. 

Hovel, mansion, sod house on the 
plain, 


Hill road or high paved city wall, 
Man sows his days with laughter 
and with pain, 


But in clamor or in silence, he 
hears the call 

Of his own rooftree in the com- 
ing night. 

The here and now and all that 
has gone before 

Arrow-points to the warm, love- 
tended light 


His mate has set to guide him 
to his door. 











Give 
at the 
sign of the 
Ringing 
Bell 
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EASTER HAS COME! 


“He is risen. .. .”—Mark 6:16 


by Jasper Timbs 


& ASTER has come! God’s power is available 
for all to overcome the past, to find help in 
the present, and to give eternal hope for the fu- 
ture. Easter is definitely related to our past, pres- 
ent and future. 


Old mistakes are familiar to us. Regret for 
past failures weighs us down and robs us of the 
joy of Christianity. There isn’t any need to hold 
a sense of remorse over.a sordid past. Why should 
we live in that mood? Easter has come! 

The spirit of Easter can heal our past. God’s 
forgiveness is for all people. For you and me. 

Our present living is filled with many things to 
cause worry and even doubt. But, why worry over 
something we cannot control? Easter has come! 

That event in history moves into the present, 
and leads us far beyond Easter “celebration.” 
*... and lo, I am with you always... .” The ever 
presence of our Lord does have a way of chang- 


* 
ing our present moments of despair into the mood 
of trust and confidence. 
We do not know what is coming to the world 
tomorrow. But, we do know “Who” is coming to 


the world in the future. Then why should we 
be anxious about the days ahead? Easter has 
come! With it has come the eternal spirit of hope 
that guards life against the dread of the unex- 
pected. This unconquerable Easter spirit speaks with 
power and authority, “The Lord God reigneth.” 

Through our solemn hours we believe this spirit 
of Easter is for our lives. We believe it because 
Christ is adequate to forgive our past, to give help 
in our present living and engender hope for the 
future. Easter has come! 

We believe a message, a mood, a memory has 
been given that will never cease. “He is risen...” 
rings out clear and true. It is unmistakably for 
you and me. 


Jasper Timbs is minister of First Christian Church, 
Du Quoin, Illinois. 


4 (516) THE CHRISTIAN 














Christian Stewardship Extends Our Service and 


“For they gave according to 
their means, as I can testify, and 
beyond their means, of their own 
free will—and this, not as we 
expected, but first they gave 
themselves to the Lord and to us 
by the will of God.” 


2 Cor. 8:3, 5 (RSV) 


ANY modern Christians are 
like the typical teen-age son 
of an indulgent father. He wants 
the keys to the ‘old man’s’ car, 
access to his checking account, 
and the benefit of his good name. 
But he isn’t interested in his 
counsel or advice and doesn’t par- 
ticularly seek his companionship. 
So many Christians want the 
benefits of their belief in a lov- 
ing heavenly Father, but they 
do not seek to develop that part- 
nership into a rich companionship 
and fellowship experience. 
There are still many who, when 
they hear the word stewardship, 
think it is a scheme that churches 
and ministers have of getting 
money away from people. Our 
purpose in this message is to 
outline the truth that Christian 


This article on Christian stew- 
ardship is the first-place sermon 
in the 1959 stewardship sermon 
contest for seminary students, 
sponsored by Unified Promotion. 
N. Gayle Fischer is a student at 
the Graduate Seminary of Phil- 
lips University, Enid, Oklahoma. 
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Promotes Our Spiritual Growth... 


Hive Yourself to the Lord 
Dy Nl. Gayle fischer 


stewardship is the avenue of add- 
ing dimensions to life, stature to 
the soul, and a conscious and 
glorious fellowship with God. 

When the Apostle Paul was en- 
couraging the Christians at Cor- 
inth to enlarge their stewardship 
he commended the churches of 
Macedonia for their sacrificial 
giving. The key phrase which he 
cites as the heart of their over- 
flowing generosity was “they 
first gave themselves to the 
Lord.” Christian stewardship 
always begins with the personal 
commitment of the Christian to 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. All 
stewardship is basically a matter 
of giving of ourselves. 

We wish to lift up this theme 
to show three things—that our 
giving represents the fruit of 
our life and personality, that it 
makes possible the extension of 
our living service to Christ, and 
that stewardship is the key to 
our spiritual growth. 


Money is a relatively modern 
invention. To appreciate fully 
what it means to make an offer- 
ing to the Lord we need to go 
back to the Old Testament man- 
ner of giving, in which the first 
fruits of the fields were brought 
to the place of worship, to when 
the one lamb in ten of the flock 
was offered in sacrifice. In the 
days before the convenient me- 


dium of exchange which we know 
was money, giving was made ‘in 
kind,’ the actual produce of the 
life and toil of the individual. 

With this picture in mind, let 
us visualize what your offering 
laid upon the altar in Christian 
worship represents. A farmer 
toils in the chill winds of spring 
and under the hot sun of sum- 
mer; working the soil, sowing, 
cultivating, harvesting. Then 
comes the marketed profit, 
turned into the medium of ex- 
change, money. As he lays his 
check or his cash gift in the 
offering tray, it represents the 
fruit of the soil, the culmination 
of his days of labor, sweat and 
toil, offered freely to God. 

A professional man, trained to 
render a particular service to our 
society, fulfills his task and re- 
ceives due reward or payment in 
the form of money. As his offer- 
ing is laid upon the altar it repre- 
sents the keenness of his mind, 
the years of professional train- 
ing, the expression of his per- 
sonality, in this tangible form. 

A skilled laboring man, whose 
income is gauged by the scale of 
the hourly wage, toils out his 
hours in fulfilling his task 
throughout the week. As he lays 
his offering before the Lord it 
represents so many hours of con- 
centrated, skilled labor. It may 
be so many bricks laid up in a 
building, so many parts put into 
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a piece of complicated machinery, 
so many hours of conscientiously 
servicing jet engine passenger 
planes. 

Let us look more closely and 
see what it really is that is laid 
before the Lord, in our Christian 
giving. It is essentially the giv- 
ing of the life blood of time, 
physical strength, educated mind, 
and matured personality. Basi- 
cally Christian stewardship 
means “the giving of ourselves.” 


Il 


Our Christian giving further 
makes possible the extension of 
our Christian service far beyond 
the bounds of what we could 
otherwise do. 

If we will use our imaginations, 
we will see that through the ex- 
tension of ourselves in giving we 
still are doing many things for 
the Church. As you share in the 
offering you, through the well- 
trained capable minister in your 
church’s pulpit, bring the mes- 
sage that is enlightening and 
challenging. Through your of- 
fering, a trained minister of edu- 
cation, directs the work of church 
school teachers and program, so 
that your children and youth are 
receiving helpful Christian nur- 
ture. Through your offering a 
beautiful building, of which- you 
are proud, is maintained, cared 
for, cooled and heated. 

But let us lift our eyes to look 
farther. Did you as a youth once 
think about being a missionary, 
of responding to the call of the 
Great Commission? Somehow 
things did not work out for you 
to pursue that thought, but do 
not abandon this wider field com- 
pletely. 

As your tithe was distributed 
through the channels of your 
church’s mission budget, and 
from there sent forth through 
the avenues of our brotherhood’s 
world-wide missionary organiza- 
tion, you are in part fulfilling 
that dream. Your offering makes 
possible some dedicated person, 
as your proxy, preaching, teach- 
ing, healing, helping to help 
themselves, people in India, 
Africa, Thailand, and many other 
far-flung fields. 
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BEATITUDES FOR STEWARDS 


Blessed are they whose management of money says good things about 


Blessed are they who have a higher religion than material security. 
Blessed are the graduates from spasmodic contributions to definite 


commitments. 


Blessed are they who wonder how they can give more. 
Blessed are those whose giving is questioned by the Internal Revenue. 


You have a love in your heart 
for little children and a special 
sympathy for elderly folk. Your 
offering shares with the giving 
of hundreds of our churches 
through the channels of our Na- 
tional Benevolent Homes. As 
that “mother” dries the tear 
from a little child’s eye, through 
your offering, you are there to 
wipe away that tear and offer 
love to children without a normal 
home. As elderly people gather 
in the parlor to sing hymns and 
share in Christian fellowship at 
the close of a day in any one of 
of our homes for the aged, you 
are there, through your offer- 
ing, saying, ‘We care about you, 
we extend our Christian love to 
you in the sunset years.” 

One more picture. You are 
standing before a classroom in a 
Christian college looking into the 
faces of clean, wholesome young 
people, whose eyes are filled with 
dreams, God’s dreams, for the 
world they would serve in the 
spirit of Jesus Chirst. Or you 
stand before a seminary class, 
a room full of fine young men, 
whose very bearing radiates their 
dedication and conviction. Yes, 
you are there in the person of a 
highly trained and fully dedi- 
cated professor. 

The building, the classroom, 
the book shelves in the large 
library, the consecrated teachers, 
all are there because you, and 


—Ashley Booth 


others like you, extend your serv- 
ice to Christ through your offer- 
ing. 

il 


Again, the practice of Chris- 
tian giving promotes our own 
spiritual growth. The basic con- 
fession of faith is “Christ is 
Lord’! In the practice of stew- 
ardship we dramatically portray 
the Lordship of Christ in our 
lives. We demonstrate that all 
belongs to God, that we are 
stewards of the time, talents, and 
possessions which He has en- 
trusted to us. 

In the area of this personal 
growth we think foremost of the 


need to overcome selfishness. 
Who can forget Scrooge, the 
miserbly unhappy, grasping, 


greedy merchant of Dickens’ 
Christmas story? But when the 
spirit of giving entered his heart, 
the clenched fist opened to share, 
the tensed muscles relaxed to 
laugh, and the knotted heart 
yielded to the joy of that glorious 
season. This is pictorial of every 
life wrapped up in selfishness. 
Our lives are free, released, and 
we receive most of all the bless- 
ing, when we learn Christian giv- 
ing. 

Basic to our whole Christian 
belief is learning to live in trust 
and faith, How much we need 
to reread the slogan on the 
American dollar, “In God We 

(Continued on page 13.) 
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Higher and Higher 


HERE was a time when the people in our 
Paws of acquaintance considered their 
formal education complete when they re- 
ceived the eighth-grade diploma. If anyone 
went from our neighborhood to the town 
high school prior to 1920, we cannot think 
who it might have been. 

Four decades have seen a great change in 
the academic interests of our land. We do 
not infer that the rest of the country was 
following our little township at that time. 
Harvard seems to have been about three cen- 
turies ahead of us. But there has been a 
gradual upgrading of the educational sys- 
tems with an accompanying rise in the 
amount of schooling deemed necessary for 
the various occupations and professions. We 
have also developed that. curious status of 
affairs sometimes called ‘snob appeal.” 

The general acceptance of a minimum of 
sixteen years in school and college has 
created some problems. The sudden upturn 
in American birth rate a year after the end 
of World War II has made more. This is the 
year we have had to admit that the predic- 
ters of doom—of dire problems, at least— 
knew what they were saying. 


“What is he getting at?’’ we can hear you 
say. Well, he’s getting at a word about 
Higher Education Sunday today, and espe- 
cially something about Christian higher edu- 
cation. 

One thing the church-related college can 
do is help carry the load. (We speak of other 
phases of responsibility from time to time.) 
There is not going to be much room in college 
for those who want merely the social prestige 
that goes with a degree or a couple of years 
in a “name school.” In spite of stricter en- 
trance requirements, there are still more 
young people who want and deserve a college 
education than the States can handle. 

Higher education was a church enterprise 
at the beginning. It was a long time before 
we were willing to tax ourselves generally, 
for the support of schools on any level. To- 
day, private and church-related schools are 
carrying nearly half the responsibility. This 
is as it should be. 

Christians are interested in the develop- 
ment of persons to their fullest capacity. 
Christians know that trained minds and 
hands are needed for the preservation and 
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extension of our democracy. Christians will 
support their colleges and universities while, 
at the same time, they pay their taxes to 
support the State schools. All together, pub- 
lic and private institutions are none too 
plentiful, so far as first-rate instruction is 
concerned. 

When you add to this public responsibility 
the particular things that we can do for 
young people in the church-related school, 
the prospect of supporting it becomes not a 
burden but a delight. 


Stewardship of Concern 


VERBODY does something with his con- 

cerns. What do you do with yours? As 
we enter into a period of special attention 
to stewardship, from Easter to Pentecost, we 
may well consider the stewardship of our 
concerns. 

Some years ago we preached in a Friends 
Meeting. Getting our instructions as to any 
differences in the conduct of the service from 
those to which we were accustomed, we were 
told that at the close of the sermon the ques- 
tion should be asked, “Are there any con- 
cerns?” 

There were! One person was slightly con- 
cerned about the correct theological interpre- 
tation of something that we had said. An- 
other was concerned about the financial and 
prayerful support of two young people who 
were dispensing relief to refugees in Acre. 
These people had good control over their con- 
cerns and they were well directed. 

As these lines are being written, everyone 
in our locality is concerned about the unsea- 
sonal snow. By the time the words are read 
Wwe assume (even hope!) that flowers and 
green grass will be the topic of the day, on 
that level. 

Actually, there are more important things 
to think about. There’s peace and care for 
the needy and the brotherhood of man and 
the salvation of men’s souls, to name four. 
So what do we do about them? At best they 
share attention with a flock of less important 
matters. 

Suppose we resolve to take real good care 
of our concerns during this period of em- 
phasis. Every time attention starts to wan- 
der to the mean, the unimportant, the tem- 
porary, push the stewardship button. Say, 
“T will be a good steward of my concerns.” 
The dividends will be varied and plentiful. 
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SHORT time ago, I, with 
some of my friends, took 
a trip to Mars. We made the trip 
in 259 days, and were in orbit 
of Mars long enough to drop in- 
struments and check many of the 
scientific facts regarding that 
distant planet. It took us 259 
days to return; so you see it was 
quite an extensive trip. 

This, however was done in the 
limitations of one hour under the 
guidance of an astronomical en- 
gineer, who through graphs, pic- 
tures and discussion led to the 
marvels of outer space. 

The trip was not as thrilling 
though as the one made through 
the imagination of C. S. Lewis, 
the English theologian, in his 
book entitled Out of the Silent 
Planet. On this trip we spent 
some time on Mars, and became 
acquainted with the three types 
of Martian creatures living there. 
These persons, in spite of their 
differences, lived together with- 
out war, conquest, or destruction. 

More interesting than the trip 
to Mars was a trip to Venus 
through Lewis’ other book Pere- 
landra. Here we met a very 
delightful “green lady,” and 
watched the conflict of good and 
evil as she is being tempted to 
transgress the law of the “fixed 
land” by a visitor from their 
outer space, which would be our 
world. 

Thus with the imagination of 
men like H. G. Wells and C. S. 
Lewis, we are being projected 
into the mystery of outer space. 
If we let our imagination explore 
for a time, we may discover some 
very interesting things. 

Suppose when we arrive in this 
outer space that we do discover 
a new and inhabited world? What 
does it do with our science, our 
theology and our thinking? 

The Christian Century quotes 
Sir John Cockcroft, head of the 
British atomic research program, 
as saying “the thousands of mil- 
lions spent by the United States 
and Russia to get a man in space 





This article, adapted from a bac- 
calaureate sermon delivered by 
Robert S. Tuck at Hiram College, 
Hiram, Ohio, is in observance of 
Christian Higher Education Day. 
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is not warranted.” He said the 
project will not be of any great 
use to humanity, whereas the re- 
sults of the money spent on 
medical and biological study 
could be of immediate and great 
benefit. 

With men of science thinking 
in this realm, it is interesting for 
the college graduate to turn his 
thoughts to the discussion of 
man in orbit; for regardless of 
its controversy or its ultimate 
success, we actually, intellec- 
tually and spiritually, have been 
projected into outer space with 
its farther horizons of scientific 
and theological interests. 

Therefore, we stand. with 
greater factual evidence where 
the poet of Israel stood as he 
looked out into the starry firma- 
ment that we know as outer 
space and said, ‘When I look at 
the heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars 
which thou hast established; 
what is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him, and the son of man 
that thou dost care for him?” 
(Psalm 8:3-4) 

With the expanse of world 
upon world, planet upon planet, 
universe upon universe, the 
young adventurer in thought 
needs to explore some of the in- 
ner spaces of his own thinking 
and living; and adjust them to 
these endless possibilities of time 
and space. 

A Christian disciple must be 
dedicated to truth wherever he 
finds it. Christ does not ask us 
to park our brain outside when 
we enter His sanctuary; for He 
Himself has said “I am _ the 
truth,” and also ‘You shall find 
the truth and the truth shall 
make you free.” Therefore the 
true Christian disciple is ever on 
the quest of truth. 

Our critics, with atheistic 
philosophies, may have properly 
labeled us when they sometimes 
refer to our faith as an “opiate 
of the people’; especially where 
it is void of clarity, conviction 
and consecration. 

We criticize the Communists 
for their brain-wash techniques, 
only to discover that authoritar- 
ian religions are practicing a 





brain-wash of their adherents in 
many divergent ways. 

This is not only true in some 
conservative circles, but it is 
often true of liberals also. It 
is too easy to think that the 
other fellow is wrong and we are 
right, and that God has revealed 
himself in a special way to us. 
When someone differs with us, we 
call him “narrow-minded,” while 
we like to think of ourselves as 
“‘broad-minded.” 

There is no conflict in truth. 
It must always harmonize and 
bring us together. We need the 
searching mind not the open 
mind, narrow mind or broad 
mind. 

The church across the centuries 
has very often been guilty of op- 
posing truth and practicing a 
brain-wash that has created blind 
spots in the thinking of its peo- 
ple. The church often opposed 
the ultimate truth. 

The Vatican prohibited the ac- 














by Robert C. Tuck 


Minister, Central Christian Church 
Wooster, Ohio 
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tivities of Copernicus and perse- 
cuted Galileo in a later genera- 
tion. 

We as Disciples of Christ are 
especially free to search for truth 
in Disciple tradition where we are 
not forced into set patterns of 
theology or hardened into any 
definite creedal mold. A Chris- 
tian under this tradition should 
have no fear of truth; but ever 
with questioning mind find true 
answers through the dedication 
of life to the one who is all truth. 

We must realize that truth is 
relevant to the present enlighten- 
ment, but may be changed to- 
morrow. We dare not be chained 
to the past even though we are 
rooted in it. 

The scientists of one time 
thought there was fixed law that 
was unchangeable; the scientist 
today realizes that science itself 
is in the process of flux and flow. 

People have theorized that 
even some of the heavenly bodies 








were put in orbit by other worlds 
long since burned out; and our 
world and our people may be just 
one of many. Theologian Lewis 
states the problem thus: “If we 
find ourselves to be but one 
among a million races scattered 
through a million spheres how 
can we without absurd arrogance 
believe ourselves to be uniquely 
favored?” 

The paradox of this is that 
while trying to conquer outer 
space, we cannot conquer inner 
space. While trying to inhabit 
other worlds, we cannot live in 
harmony in our own. When try- 
ing to discover how we are going 
to overcome the cold in other 
planets, we cannot conquer the 
common cold on our planet. 

While men are courageously 
willing to start on an exploration 
of that which lies outside our 
orbit, we find that man cannot 
conquer himself. Some of our 
worst enemies such as cancer, 
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muscular dystrophy, heart fail- 
ure or psychiatric diseases re- 
main unconquered. 

We make feverish preparation 
to put man in orbit, but have 
yet to discover “‘what is man.” 
We need to learn his values, not 
only in the sense of the secular 
and materialistic, but in the 
spiritual as well. 

While we are searching and 
searching to discover how to live 
in other worlds, we have not yet 
learned how to live in this one. 
While all the universe of outer 
space moves in silent unison, we 
on this tiny speck live in noisy 
discord. The distraught bleeding 
world, uncontrollable, needs to 
search for that higher truth of 
love and harmony like the uni- 
verse about us. 


The young disciple with search- 
ing mind, always anticipating the 
ultimate victory of truth, in a 
world of propaganda and false- 
hood, must approach life not with 
the “broad mind” or the “narrow 
mind’; but with the searching 
mind—the mind that is always 
searching for the living, ultimate, 
eternal truth that is in God, re- 
membering the statement of the 
poet: 


“Truth forever on the scaffold, 
wrong forever on the throne; 

Yet the scaffold sways the fu- 
ture, and beyond the dim un- 
known 

Standeth God keeping watch 

above his own.” 


What has all this to do with 
the faith and interest of a group 
of college graduates—especially 
young people graduating from a 
Christian college? This question 
definitely stands out: Is our God 
big enough? 

With the increase of our knowl- 
edge of outer space we must have 
a greater concept of God. Too 
many of us leave God out be- 
cause our concepts of him have 
not grown with the development 
of our knowledge. Here is the 
role of the Christian college as 
compared with the secular one. 

One’s faith has to be included 
as a part of his education; and 
(Continued on page 21.) 
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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


—a spiritual service 


by James E. Farrell 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Niagara Falls, New York 


“Christian Stewardship is a 
spiritual service before God,” she 
said, speaking to me in her own 
living room. 

We sat near a plant-filled bay 
window. “I appreciated the ev- 
ery member canvass _ picture 
folder you sent. How are our 
church finances?” she asked with 
genuine concern. 

“Our needs have all been met 
with some to spare,’ I related. 

“Excellent! We have not al- 
ways done so well. Money seems 
to have a strange power over the 
lives of some people,” my com- 
panion observed. “I have seen a 
revolution in church giving since 
we first adopted a yearly budget 
and signed up the first Tither.”’ 

“It encourages everyone to 
take a responsible look at the 
needs of the Church, and to plan 
his own personal finances so his 
income will include a tithe,” I 
agreed. 

“Here are some old coins for 
your collection. I almost forgot 
them,” my hostess said, spread- 
ing some age-darkened coins on 
the table beside us. I looked at 
them eagerly, inspecting the 
dates, denominations, mint 
marks, readability and coloring. 

“You must have had these put 
away for a long time,” I said, 
and thanked her for the old 
coins. 
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“Yes, some of the coins came 
from my grandfather.” Point- 
ing to a familiar inscription on 
an 1864 two-cent piece, she read, 
“In God We Trust.” 

My friend’s interest in the 
church and her remarks on 
money caused me to ponder. The 
stewardship of money for a 
Christian is twofold, and may 
be summarized in Jesus’ own 
words, ‘‘Render therefore to Cae- 
sar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 

With the same money, taxes to 
Caesar or a tithe to the Temple 
could be paid. Today, with the 
same money we may discharge 
our. duties as a responsible citi- 
zen and as a responsible church 
member. 

Young couples so much in debt 
often ask, “How can we tithe?” 
It is no easy matter. Yet, when 
a family begins to move toward 
tithing, at the same time, that 
family begins to solve many of 
its financial problems. “In God 
We Trust” becomes more than a 
motto on money, it becomes a 
way of life. 

Christian stewardship is truly 
a spiritual service before God. In 
and through our giving, we must 
first give ourselves. And, in giv- 
ing ourselves, we become sons of 
God. 














They Wear Thy Face 
by Alice M. Swaim 


For all the _ gentle, lovely 
things 


No artist paints, no poet sings, 
Lord God of all rememberings, 
Create a special place. 


For flowers on unpeopled hills, 


Spiders on crumbling window- 
sills, 


Moon-shadow that the morn- 
ing kills, 
Extend thy grace, 


That, in some final paradise, 

May I, more humble and more 
wise, 

With deep perception, realize 

They wear thy face. 





Easter Lost 
by Mary Blair Immel 


I have not watched with you, 
dear Lord, 


My mind was full of other 
things, 


A new flowered hat, a dress 
and shoes 


And all the frills which spring- 
time brings. 


Oh, yes, I stayed up late one 
night 

Until morning bright and 
sunny. 

I did not pray—I colored eggs 

To help the Easter “bunny.” 


And so I find at Easter time 


I lost the gold and kept the 
dross. 


For I forgot Gethsemane 
And the message of the Cross. 








——) 
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PREVENT 
LEGALIZED GAMBLING 





FROM DESTROYING 
YOUR COMMUNITY 
VOTE NO “OO. [no] 


APRIL 26, 1960 


-—RNS 


TYPICAL of the fight being waged 
by church groups across the coun- 
try against gambling is this poster 
symbolizing its evil tentacles reach- 
ing into every aspect of community 
life. This one was distributed, along 
with thousands of pamphlets and 
handbills, by the Pennsylvania Coun- 
cil of Churches to defeat legislation 
of pari-mutuel harness race betting 
in local option elections April 26 in 
13 counties. 


Important Architecture 
Conference May 3-5 


New York, N. Y.—One of the 
most significant National Confer- 
ences on Church Architecture in re- 
cent times will be held in Minneap- 
olis, Minn., May 3 to 5. 

Close to 2,000 delegates are ex- 
pected to attend the sessions at the 
Hotel Leamington. 

“The importance of this 21st an- 
nual meeting lies in the fact that it 
will relate the arts to church build- 
ing for the first time in a major 
conference involving the public,” 
says S. T. Ritenour, conference gen- 
eral chairman and executive direc- 
tor of the Department of Church 
Building and Architecture of the 
National Council of Churches. The 
Department is joint sponsor of the 
conference with the Church Archi- 
tectural Guild of America. 

The conference keynote address 
will be delivered by Dr. Joseph Sit- 
tler, Jr., of the Federated Theologi- 
cal Faculty, University of Chicago. 
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San Antonio Churchmen 
Act on Sit-in Issue 


Reason and Conflict 


SaN ANTONIO, TEx.—Scheduled 
Negro sit-down demonstrations were 
averted here when some drug and 
variety store lunch counters volun- 
tarily began serving Negroes side 
by side with white customers fol- 
lowing a day-long meeting of reli- 
gious and Negro leaders with store 
officials. 

The integration step was the first 
of its kind in any Southern city. 
One store official said patrons “ac- 
cepted it matter of factly.” 


Protestant, Roman Catholic and 
Jewish representatives who had met 
with the businessmen announced in 

statement released by C. Don 
Baugh, executive director of the San 
Antonio Council of Churches (a Dis- 
ciple), that the merchants “intend 
to serve all customers with their 
regular courtesy.” 
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The statement said the retailers 
“discussed their plans with leaders 
of the Negro community, who ex- 
pressed general satisfaction with the 
decision and with the efforts being 
made to solve the problem amica- 
bly.” It expressed the hope that 
soon “many other business firms 
would join in this program of in- 
tegration.” 


Prayer for Solution 


LONDON—Dr. Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
called here on all Anglicans to pray 
for a solution to racial problems in 
the Union of South Africa. 

Dr. Fisher requested that the 
prayers be offered particularly on 
May 31, the 50th anniversary of the 
Union’s formation by act of the 
British parliament, in response to 
an appeal from Dr. Joost de Blank, 
Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, 
an outspoken foe of the Union’s offi- 
cial apartheid (segregation) poli- 
cies. 


AT WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 





ROSWELL P. BARNES, executive secretary in America of the World Council 
of Churches (center), talks with Theodore Granik of the American Forum 
of the Air (left) and Dr. A. L. Sachar, noted Jewish scholar and president 
of Brandeis University, at the 1960 White House Conference on Children 
and Youth. Addressing a conference session, Dr. Barnes warned that Ameri- 
cans “have come dangerously close to allowing the challenge of world Com- 


munism to determine the U.S.’s objectives.” 


Dr. Sachar told the session 


that some Americans have become “so antiseptic in moral neutrality that 
they have become sterile.” 
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@ National Council’s 
Manuals Statement 


For the Record 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Rep. James 
Roosevelt (D.-Calif.) has placed in 
the Congressional Record the full 
text of the letter which leaders of 
the National Council of Churches 
have sent to all members of Con- 
gress. 

Observing that “in recent days we 
have been awakened to the unfor- 
tunate fact that military manuals 
have gone well beyond the subject 
matter that most of us feel properly 
belongs in such publications,” Mr. 
Roosevelt said that he hopes the 
letter from the National Council 
leaders will have “the widest pos- 
sible circulation. 

“It will add to a better under- 
standing of the action taken by the 
Secretary of the Air Force in the 
training manual fiasco,” Mr. Roose- 
velt told the House, “and of the 
basic principles and concepts in- 
volved in the matter.” 


Quakers Ask... 


Tests Moratorium 


PHILADELPHIA—President Eisen- 
hower was urged by Harold Evans, 
chairman of the board of directors 
of the American Friends Service 
Committee, to move promptly for “a 
moratorium on small underground 
tests as an imperative step to fur- 
ther crucially important disarma- 
ment progress.” 

In a letter to the Chief Executive, 
Mr. Evans took notice of the crucial 
stage in negotiations reached at 
Geneva in which, he said, the Soviet 
Union “appears to have accepted 
the United States proposal for a 
limited treaty and for jointly con- 
ducted experiments to perfect in- 
strumentation for detection of small 
underground tests.” 


Warns on Race Issue 
After Africa Crusade 


Billy in Chicago 

Cuicaco—Evangelist Billy Graham 
will address a breakfast meeting 
here May 2 to which 1,300 Protes- 
tant ministers from the northern 
Illinois and southern Wisconsin area 
have been invited. 

A formal invitation to conduct a 
1962 “Chicago Crusade” is expected 
to be extended to Mr. Graham at 
the breakfast, which is sponsored 
by the 300-member Billy Graham 
Crusade Laymen’s Committee, said 
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Herbert J. Taylor, chairman of its 
executive committee. 

The Evangelist warned upon his 
arrival in New York following an 11- 
week African Crusade that America 
must solve its racial problem or face 
the loss of Africa’s goodwill. 

Terming the anti-integration 
struggle in the U. S. “an increasing 
embarrassment to Americans in 
Africa,” he said: “We must pray 
that somehow God will help us solve 
our racial problem.” 


Christ at Dawn 


New YorK—Christians in this 
country are being urged by the 
American Bible Society here to join 
in the largest Easter sunrise service 
ever held in America by reading at 
dawn the story of the Resurrection 
according to John. 

The society is distributing 2,000,- 
000 copies of a booklet, “He is 
Risen,” containing a reprint from 
that section of John’s’ Gospel 
dealing with Christ’s rise from the 
dead. 


Bishop to Seminary 


SyrRAcusE, N. Y.—Methodist Bishop 
W. Earl Ledden, who will retire 
June 15 as spiritual and administra- 
tive head of the Syracuse area, has 
been named professor of Christian 
worship at Wesley Theological Sem- 
inary, Washington, D. C. 
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“NEW ENGLISH TESTAMENT” ACCEPTED 


National Girls Club Week 


The fifteenth anniversary of Girls 
Clubs of America, Inc., will be cele- 
brated during National Girls Club 
Week, May 8-14, 1960. The week 
begins on Mother’s Day and the na- 
tional birthday party is held on 
Wednesday of that week. 

Theme for this year’s observance 
is: “Girls Clubs—Key to Total Fit- 
ness.” A highlight of the week will 
be the presentation of the Annual 
Homemaker Award. 


@ Negro Baptists Announce ... 
Churches Open to All 


ASHEVILLE, N. C.—Negro Baptist 
churches here have announced pub- 
licly that they are open to all per- 
sons, regardless of race, color or 
creed. 


The Baptist Union (Negro) said 
in a statement that “the church is 
an institution set up by Jesus Christ 
for the human family to enter for 
fellowship and praise to God. 

“We believe that to deprive a 
person of membership in a church 
of his choice defies the justice and 
attributes of God. We welcome our 
brothers and sisters of other races 
to join our church if it is their 
choice.” 


THESE MEMBERS of an interdenominational joint committee supervising 


“The New English Bible” formally accepted the translation of the New Testa- 
ment at a meeting in the Jerusalem Chamber of Westminster Abbey. 
Publication of the New Testament is scheduled for next spring, and the Old 
Testament and the Apocrypha, still being translated, several years later. 
Inaugurated in 1947, the project is under the joint committee comprising 
representatives of eleven British church groups. 
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Selected and reviewed by 
George E. Wascovich 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Mr. Wascovich is minister of 

First Christian Church, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. He is a fre- 
quent contributor to various 
brotherhood publications and is 
deeply interested in Christian 
reading. 


God’s Word to His People is @ 
lucid effort to set forth the Bible 
as a document designed to be read 
as the proclamation of the judg- 
ment of God and the providence of 
God to individual men and to so- 
cial groups who are alert enough 
to see their historical predicament 
in the light of certain basic under- 
standings about the nature of man 
and the universe. 


This book is an excellent exposi- 
tion of the premise that one can- 
not understand the Bible from the 
“spiritual dictionary’? approach, but 
that the Bible is the continuing rec- 
ord of the continual effort of men 
in many ages to set up the “ideal 
commonwealth of God.” The Bible 
is seen then as the visible symbol 
of the continuing family life of the 
holy people of God through many 
centuries. 

This book would make an excel- 
lent study guide toward  under- 
standing the Bible as the “life book 
of the holy people of God.” It raises 
all the points of the Church’s proc- 
lamation in such a way that they 
can be made relevant for the par- 
ticular situation of each age in the 
history as it comes. The book traces 
the origin, destiny, and purpose of 
the “holy people of God,” setting 
forth the fact that the Bible pro- 
vides man with God’s word, but like- 
wise with a mirror in which he can 
see himself, both as an individual 
and in his group life, as he is meant 
to be and as he is. 

God’s Word to His People, then, 
presents the Bible as the life book 
of those who are teamed together 
in a really vital association in their 
quest for that kind of ideal society 
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April, 1960 


“God's Word to His People” 


by Charles Duell Kean 


which will really reflect God’s pur- 
pose in history. All who are inter- 
ested in understanding the basic 
premises linking the Old and New 
Covenants into the Word of God 
will find this book interesting and 
profitable. 

Published by The Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, 1956, Price $3.50. 


GIVE YOURSELF— 
(Continued from page 6.) 


Trust,” because it is so easy to 
trust in the dollar rather than in 
God. The maturing practice of 
Christian giving contributes to 
our transfer of trust from ma- 
terial ‘things’ to faith in the liv- 
ing God. Those who are uncom- 
mitted to Christian stewardship 
rob God of the thing which He 
most desires—their own lives. 
Such a life is taken out of God’s 
hands; it is not yielded to Him in 
trust. 

Jesus’ parable of the rich 
farmer, who tore down his small 
grain bins in order to build large 
storage elevators in which to 
place the abundance of his har- 
vest, is worth remembering. As 
this one looked with satisfaction 
upon his stored-up plenty and 
planned to “take his ease, eat, 
drink and be merry!” he was 
called home to his ultimate re- 
ward. Then the tragedy is re- 
vealed. The man was rich in 
material possessions, but was not 
rich toward God. In our modern 
speaking we would say, he was 
externally wealthy, but was im- 
poverished in personality and 
character. The practice of sin- 
cere, conscientious Christian 
stewardship will develop our per- 


sonality and Christian character. 


The transformation that took 
place in the young man of the 
well-known parable of the Prod- 
igal is summarized into phrases. 
At the beginning of the story as 
the youth requested his inherit- 
ance he asked, “Give me...” At 
the close, after he had come to 
himself and decided to return to 
the father’s house, he asked 
“Make me... .” This is true in 
the maturing experience of all of 
us. As we grow in the grace of 
Christian stewardship, we ask 
less of God to ‘give me’ and seek 
more that He ‘make me’ all that 
He would have us to become as 
persons. 

Conclusion 


As you sit in your pew in 
quiet worship and the period for 
the receiving of the tithes and 
offerings comes, look upon this 
act of worship with a new depth 
of meaning. As you lay your 
offering upon the tray, will you 
see not just so much paper 
money, or printed check, but 
sense the “giving of yourself to 
the Lord’? In the broadening 
understanding of what that offer- 
ing represents will you give con- 
sideration to your church con- 
tributions for the coming year? 

In this message we have sug- 
gested that stewardship repre- 
sents the very giving of our- 
selves. It symbolizes the total 
of our production in time, talent, 
and service. It represents the ex- 
tension of our service in the vast 
outreaches of the work of the 
Kingdom, and it marks a mile- 
stone in our. personal _ soul 
growth. If thesé meanings are 
present for us, then we will want 
to enlarge and expand our giving 
that these fulfillments might be 
ours in even greater measure. 

As you plan the portion of your 
substance which you will com- 
mit toward the support of the 
work of the Kingdom in this 
next year, will you do as did the 
Christians of Macedonia, and 
“give not only according to your 
means, but even beyond your 
means,” because you recognize 
that you are “giving yourself to 
the Lord’? 
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’M DON SMITH, and I agree 
with Shakespeare. 

The latest Fancyville fray 
started with the band contest in 
Shelby. I have to admit our 
uniforms weren’t the snappiest 
but in spite of that we left with 
a Superior rating. The band was 
surprised dumb at the announce- 
ment, and our parents clapped 
like crazy. Dad bought steaks 
on the way home! Had he known 
what the contest had started I 
guess he wouldn’t have been in 
such high spirits. 

You see, he’s a member of the 
school board. 

In Fancyville, anyone can go to 
board meetings if they have a 
problem, and the Fancyville par- 
ents had hatched a dilly. 

The band had to have new 
uniforms before next year’s con- 
test, and naturally that was up 
to the board. Didn’t the foot- 
ball boys get new gear when they 
needed it? Didn’t the school buy 
basketball uniforms last year? 
Well, here they had a Superior 
rated band, so how about uni- 
forms for them? 

“What did Mr. Stone say?” 
Mom asked after the meeting. 

“What could he say?” Dad 
shrugged. ‘He thanked everyone 
and said the board would con- 
sider it. Sometimes I wonder if 
people think we print money at 
our meetings.” 

“Gosh, Dad,’ I said, “the band 
does need new uniforms.” 


“Need doesn’t supply’ the 
money,” Dad answered impa- 
tiently. “A few bills from last 


year still have to be paid.” 

“You do buy everything for 
the ball teams,’’ Mom accused. 

“The band members aren’t be- 
ing clobbered while they play 
‘Dark Eyes,’”’ Dad said shortly. 
“Adequate protection is necessary 
on the ball field. Don’t tell me 
you think we should buy uni- 
forms. Instruments cost money, 
too.” He slammed the door on 
his way out. 

“Good grief,’ I said. “An- 
other Fancyville hassle. Is it go- 
ing to be fought out on the home 
field?” 

Mom laughed. “Nope. I 
promise silence hereafter.” 
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Not everyone was Mom’s type. 
New uniforms began to over- 
shadow even the weather. In 
fact by the next board meeting 
that’s all you heard. You would 
have thought we were in worse 
shape than the men at Valley 
Forge. 

And the board turned down the 
uniforms! After that the shadows 
turned into thunder and light- 
ning. 

“We'll show ’em,” Pete Perkins 
threatened. “The _ tightwads.” 

That is when and why the Spit 
’N_ Polishers were organized, 
making it plain they were deter- 
mined the band would have new 
uniforms if they had to work 
night and day to accomplish it. 
The school board became the 
“town villain.” 

But things did hum. The Spit 
’N’ Polishers gasped for breath 
from one project after another— 
pie suppers, soup and sandwich 
binges, chicken dinners, bazaars 
and cake sales. The men met 
nights to make furniture, and 
you could hear hammering and 
sawing a block away. 

“It makes me sick,’ Mom wor- 
ried. “No matter how hard 
everyone works they can’t hope 
to raise enough money for any- 
thing as expensive as uniforms.” 

“T don’t know,” Pinky Adams’ 
mother said.. ‘People are eating 
gallons of soup, tons of sand- 
wiches and chickens are becom- 
ing extinct. I’d even join ’em, 
but no one’s speaking to me. I 
used to think having Steve on 
the school board was an honor, 
but lately I’ve decided it’s a dis- 
grace.” 


by Sylvia. Yetter 


“IT know,” Mom sighed. ‘Mat- 
tie Martin wouldn’t even share 
a hymnbook Sunday. We sat 
through church like strangers.” 

And at the next band concert, 
Mrs. Stone and Mrs. Perkins ac- 
tually slapped each other! 

“Something’s got to be done to 
bring this town to its senses,” 
Pinky Adams gloomed next 
morning, sloshing water on his 
dad’s car, his usual Saturday 
morning job. 

“What?” I said. 

“The way I see it,” Pinky 
frowned, “the Board could go 
halfway and the parents could 
go halfway.” 

“Cloud Nine,” I scoffed. 

“Don’t be a_ pessimist,” he 
growled. ‘Get the old bean acti- 
vated.” 

“Hey, how about talking to 
Charlie Jensen?” I said. “He isn’t 
on the school board and bache- 
lors don’t have kids in school, so 
his opinion should be fair.” 

Charlie was working on an 
electric iron in the back room of 
the utilities building. Ever since 
he’d come to our assistance in 
the curfew problem we’d sort of 
turned to him for help in our 
difficulties. He sent me for cokes 
and we settled down to confer. 
In minutes he came up with an 
idea that stampeded us. 

It couldn’t be carried out in a 
few days; it would take a lot of 
planning and work. We asked 
all the kids who were fed up 
with the situation and were will- 
ing to try anything, to help. 

“All I hope is that Mr. Stone 
has a sense of humor,” Pinky 
worried. 
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“Well, I know my mother has 
a sense of humor,” Patsy Weber 
declared. “Or she did have un- 
til she got to be president of that 
old Spit ’N’ Polish thing, any- 
way.” 

Our parents had got so used 
to having our Little Theater 
Group meet to cook up some kind 
of an entertainment, they didn’t 
ask any questions when we 
started on our new project. 

The school auditorium was 
filled the night we were ready 
for our win or lose attempt. Our 
advertising had made it plain 
that the whole evening was not 
sponsored by any organization; 
it was the performers’ idea en- 
tirely. 

Every act in the show was 
comedy; corny, perhaps, but we 
got plenty of laughs, the way 
people laugh when their own kids 
are performing. Then it was 
time for the last act. Two drum- 
mers stood in the wings; the 
master of ceremonies, costumed 
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ers Flared! 


like something out of Shakes- 
peare, announced: 

“And now, ladies and gentle- 
men, ‘What Fools We Mortals 
Be.’”’ 

“Holy smoke!” I_ groaned. 
“Those aren’t the right lines. 
Patsy Weber has blown her top.” 

But there was nothing to do. 
Out of the wings came the two 
drummers. Each one was beat- 
ing time, but not the same time. 
It sounded awful. That was 
planned, but from somewhere 
had come a little mustache like 
Mr. Stone’s and a hat unmistak- 
ably Mrs. Weber’s. Everyone 
gasped, then a ripple of laughter 
swept the room. 

It was quite evident the drum- 
mers were having an argument, 
both trying to talk at the same 
time, neither listening to the 
other. The drums boomed. Mrs. 
Weber’s hat bobbed, Mr. Stone’s 
mustache slipped a little. Then 
one of the drums diminished its 
clamor. The other hushed a mo- 


ment, then it answered softly. 
The conversation became more 
friendly, each listening to the 
other, then they took up the time 
together and ended in perfect 
harmony, beating out a rhythm 
that set feet tapping. The rest 
of the performers poured out 
onto the stage and the curtains 
went down. 

At first there was only silence, 
and then people began clapping. 
I peeked out through the cur- 
tains. Mrs. Weber was shaking 
hands with Mr. Stone, and they 
were both laughing like crazy. 
They'd got the point! Patsy 
Weber raced by. 

“How'd you like my introduc- 
tion?” she grinned over her 
shoulder. P 

“ *All’s Well That Ends Well,’ ” 
I tossed back. “But you sure 
played it close!” 

No, Fancyville doesn’t have 
new uniforms—yet. But every- 
body’s working together toward 
that end! 
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Scripture: Matthew 5:8, 27-37; 
Luke 9:61-62. 


HAT is the finest Christian 
virtue of all? 

If one were asked to state in 
the fewest words possible what 
the greatest virtue is, he would 
not go far wrong in saying that 
it is “purity in heart.” We are 
told in a score of different say- 
ings of our Lord that “what 
comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart.” (Matthew 15: 
18.) It is a good subject on 
which to center our attention, 
certainly, when we are consider- 
ing foundations of the Christian 
home. 

The members of the family 
might set down a long list of 
rules, prohibitions as well as re- 
sponsibilities for things to do. 
Ideally, taken together, all these 
actions might be presumed to 
produce a_ perfect home life. 
However, if the hearts of the 
family members were hard and 
_set against any of the plans, 
there would be little hope of pro- 
ducing a happy home. Most cer- 
tainly it could not be a Christian 
home. 

In this Beatitude, Jesus is not 
simply giving a recipe for happy 
life. The ultimate value of such 
purity is that those who possess 
it “shall see God.” (Matthew 
5:8.) This expression is written 
in the future tense and so it car- 
ries with it the idea of eternal 
values, not simply earthly ones. 

The remainder of the lesson 
text today deals with four ethi- 
cal topics—adultery, divorce, 
false witness and lack of per- 
severance. 

Adultery was forbidden in the 
religious law of the times, and 
Jesus reminded his hearers of 
this fact. (Verse 27.) In keep- 
ing with the principle he had laid 
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down, he immediately got to the 
fundamental factor in the back- 
ground of all adultery. It is lust. 
(Verse 28.) The action itself is 
bad enough, but it is only the 
symptom of the real sin, so far 
as the individual who is commit- 
ting it is concerned. Outward 
harm may be done by an act, and 
often is. But here Jesus is talk- 
ing about what is wrong so far 
as the actor himself is concerned. 
And the thing that is wrong is 
the heart. 

We have had a few semi-reli- 
gious cults in our generation 
which have made their name and 
fortune from this fact. Leaders 
interviewing individuals or group 
confessions conducted together 
have been on the assumption 
that everyone, yes, everyone, has 
such lustful feelings. The cure 


Foundations of the Christian Home 


“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” _ by the Editor 


is to speak about them in the 
presence of someone else, to get 
them out into the open so that 
presumably they will no longer 
reside in the heart. I doubt if 
the public announcement of our 
secret desires is any indication 
that we will mend our ways. 

Jesus, as was often his custom, 
uses figurative language about 
the cure for such adultery. Cut- 
ting off a hand and plucking out 
an eye (verses 29, 30) are sug- 
gestions of the drastic steps that 
are sometimes necessary. Of 
course our Lord knew that one 
could have a heart full of lust 
even if he was minus an eye or 
a hand. He was trying to illus- 
trate the extremities to which 
we ought to go in order to purify 
the heart. 

Obviously, you can’t have a 
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Christian home if the parents di- 
vorce and go their separate 
ways. The clear and distinct 
teaching of this verse (verse 32) 
is one of the most difficult for 
present-day Christians to handle. 

Every minister has been asked 
a score of times, whether he be- 
lieves in divorce and whether he 
will marry divorced people an- 
other time. Let him say that he 
does not believe in these, on the 
basis of Matthew 5:31, and he jis 
in immediate trouble, not only 
with the individuals concerned 
but with a great host of people 
in the congregation. 

We don’t know anything about 
the statistics, but sometimes it 
seems as if Christians divorce 
quite as commonly as do non- 
Christians. I can’t recall having 
heard a minister preach on this 
verse in the last thirty-five years. 

Apparently, church people 


have the matter settled and have 
decided that Jesus was wrong in 
this instance. I am not condemn- 
ing others, for my attitude on 
the subject has been just as in- 
active as anyone else’s. If church 
school classes want to tackle this 
subject in the presence of a num- 
ber of their members who have 
gone through this experience, I 
will be glad to hear how they 
resolve this text. 

The matter of false swearing 
is one that seems to concern us 
little. We hold up our hands 
and swear in court and in a score 
of other places. Some people 
make a great deal of fuss about 
having to swear allegiance to 
their country more than once. I 
can’t recall the number of times 
I have done so, and I can’t see 
that it has harmed my conscience 
in any way. Two days ago I 
held up my hand and swore to 


Meaning for Today 


L. MENCKEN, cynic, sati- 

. rist and humorist, once de- 

scribed the Puritans as being 

possessed of a haunting fear that 

somewhere, someone may be 
happy! 

Mencken in characterizing our 
Puritan forebears stretched the 
truth to make his point as was 
his practice. There is_ still 
enough truth here to sting us 
who live to a greater or lesser 
degree in their tradition. 

Purity to the Puritan was 
found in de-contaminating one’s 
self of the world. The only true 
purity of life, said the followers 
of men like Cotton Mather, can 
be found in living “in the spirit.” 

The constant paradox we 
Christians face is that we are ir- 
retrievably wed to these bodies 
and through our senses to the 
world. We can never become 
completely spiritual. 
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by William J. Hadden, Jr. 


There are two extremes to the 
problem of the flesh and the 
spirit man can take. He can sur- 
render himself to what some 
have called, “the way of all 
flesh” and become a victim of 
senses and passions. This is the 
way to an animal existence for 
man. 

On the other hand he can 
choose to deny himself com- 
pletely of the world and seek the 
“perfect” life of the spirit. He 
can sell all he has and give to 
the poor, he can isolate himself 
from any contaminating influ- 
ences of the world, he can sleep 
on a wood plank bed with a rock 
for a pillow. Some monks dig 
a small portion of their own 
grave each day to remind them 
of their frailty and the transiency 
of physical life. 

The beatniks of our generation 
seem to be somewhere in a maze 


certain facts so that I could vote 
in a school election. 

The Society of Friends op- 
poses the idea of swearing in this 
public way due to this text. 
(Verse 34.) Courts generally al- 
low a member of this faith to 
“affirm” the fact that he will tell 
the truth. I have sat in a court 
trial in Germany and seen this 
happen, to the satisfaction of 
both the judge and the witness. 

The point Jesus is making is 
quite clear. If it is always neces- 
sary to be making some public 
spectacle of the fact that you are 
going to tell the truth, you are 
very likely suspect. The best 
thing is to tell the truth from 
a pure heart. 

We shall have to leave the 
passage from Luke with the 
word that nothing else is as im- 
portant as one’s service in the 
kingdom. 


of deciding between the flesh and 
the spirit. They seem sensuous 
in their approach to life and yet 
“spiritual” in the connotations of 
their philosophy. One thing they 
do express is the confusion of 
the modern mind on the meaning 
of the “good” life. 

I believe the key word to un- 
lock the Christian concept of liv- 
ing in the world but not of it is 
the term “sacrament.” To Je- 
sus, all of life is sacramental, that 
is, infused with God’s Presence. 
The good life is the right mar- 
riage of body and spirit in the 
grace of God. It can neither be 
fully all flesh or all spirit but a 
fusion of the two into an inte- 
grated “oneness” with God. 

Most of us do not carry our 
puritanism as far as some of our 
forefathers did. It has perhaps 
been a very healthy move and 
closer to the true intention of 
Christ that we have taken more 
of the sacramental view of life. 
We have found that neither we 
nor the Christian church can 
save the world and men by dis- 
associating ourselves from both. 

Who then are the pure in 
heart? Those who live each day 
of their lives in communion with 
the grace of God. 
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World Convention 
Program Mighlights 


by Jesse M. Bader 


General Secretary 
World Convention of Churches of Christ 
(Disciples) 


EE you in Edinburgh is heard 

on every hand all across 
Canada and the United States 
these days. The registrations 
from these two countries are 
nearing the 2,200 mark. The at- 
tendance is going far beyond the 
fondest expectations of the offi- 
cers of the Convention. 

The selection of the general 
theme for the Edinburgh Assem- 
bly which meets August 2-7, and 
the development of the program, 
began over two years ago. More 
than 50 members of our churches 





PRINCESS STREET, Edinburgh. In 

foreground is a memorial to Sir 

Walter Scott. Behind it is the Royal 
Scottish Academy. 
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in a number of countries have 
had a share in the building of 
the Edinburgh program. 

The morning and evening ses- 
sions of the Convention will be 
held in attractive Usher Hall 
which is located in the heart of 
the city. In many ways it is the 
finest auditorium in which any 
World Convention has been held 
over the past 30 years. Almost 
all the luncheons and teas will be 
held in the Assembly Rooms in 
George Street. Both Usher Hall 
and the Assembly Rooms are 
owned and supervised by the City 
of Edinburgh. 

The theme of the Convention 
around which the program is 
built is “The Church Committed 
to Christ—Concerned for Man.” 
The first Convention session will 
be held on Tuesday evening, Au- 
gust 2, at 7:45. 

In every World Convention 
heretofore there has been a Pag- 
eant of the Flags and at Edin- 
burgh this tradition will be ob- 
served. Thirty-four young peo- 
ple will carry in the flags of the 
countries where Disciples have 
churches and workers. These 
flags will be preceded by a young 
person carrying the open Bible, 
another young person carrying 
the Christian Flag and a third 
carrying the flag of Scotland. 

A message of welcome will be 
given at this opening session by 
the Lord Provost (Mayor) of 
Edinburgh, followed by a greet- 
ing from the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. The president of the 


World Convention, Charles K. 
Green of Manchester, England, 
will give the first address. 

Three messages will be pre- 
sented at each of the morning 
sessions beginning Wednesday. 
The following themes will be 
used: 


“The Message and Mission of 
the Church”; “The Faith and 
Fellowship of the Church”; and 
“The Hope and Destiny of the 
Church.” 


The evening messages 
speakers are— 


Wednesday—“The Church Com- 
mitted to Christ” 
Perry E. Gresham of Bethany 
College, Bethany, W. Va. 
Thursday—“The Church Con- 
cerned for Man” 
George MacLeod of Iona, Scot- 
land 
Friday—“The Church Knows No 
Boundaries” 
R. S. Garfield Todd, Dadaya, 
Southern Rhodesia 
Sunday—“Lighten Our Dark- 


and 


A. Dale Fiers, Indianapolis, In- 

diana 

Young people from our 
churches in various countries of 
the world have been requested to 
present the Saturday evening 
program in behalf of the Conven- 
tion. Their speaker has not been 
selected as yet but an announce- 
ment will be made soon. 

There will be three noon lunch- 
eons, two to be held Thursday. 
One will be held by the World 
Christian Women’s Fellowship, 
with Mrs. Charles K. Green, pre- 
siding. Miss Janet Lacey will be 

(Continued on page 21.) 
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3 Disciples Receive 
A.A.T.S. Grants 


Research Fellowship 


DAYTON, OHIO—The American As- 
sociation of Theological Schools has 
granted research and study fellow- 
ships to 31 members of 28 theological 
school faculties, Dr. Charles L. Tay- 
lor, executive director, recently an- 
nounced here. 


Among those honored are three 
Disciples serving as seminary pro- 
fessors: Dr. Dwight E. Stevenson, 
Dr. J. Philip Hyatt and Dr. Langdon 
B. Gilkey. 


The grants were made from re- 
sources given by the Sealantic Fund. 
They range up to $4,000 and will 
enable recipients to make advanced 
study in selected fields during time 
of sabbatical leave. 


Dr. Gilkey, who is professor of 
theology in The Divinity School of 
Vanderbilt University, plans to go 
to Germany and will make an his- 
torical study of the history of the 
concept of providence in its rela- 
tions to philosophy and science. 

Dr. Stevenson, who is professor of 
homiletics at The College of the 
Bible, will serve as honorary lec- 
turer at the American School of 
Oriental Research in Jerusalem, Jor- 
dan. In addition he will travel in 
Turkey, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and 
Greece learning about biblical ar- 
chaeology as a teacher of preaching 
who is interested in helping to close 
the gap between current biblical 
scholarship and current exposition 
of scripture through preaching. 

Dr. Hyatt, professor of Old Testa- 
ment in The Divinity School of Van- 
derbilt University, will spend the 
year working on a History of the 
Religion of the Hebrew-Jewish Peo- 
ple from the Beginnings to the 
Christian Era. He will do this work 
in Nashville using the resources of 
the Joint University Library. 


NEWS BULLETINS... 


J. WARREN HASTINGS DIES 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—J. Warren 
Hastings, minister of National City 
Christian Church, died here Sunday, 
April 10. 

GRAFTON DIES IN DETROIT 


DETROIT, MicH.—Warren Grafton, 
minister of Central Woodward 
Christian Church here, died April 
7. He was 58. 
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DAVID JONES (center), chairman of 
the Board of Church Extension of 
Disciples of Christ, reviews minutes 
of the Board’s 76th annual meeting 
held in Indianapolis. Rolland H. 


Sheafor (left), vice-president, and 

William T. Pearcy, president, share 

in the review of 1959 activities, 

marked by greater services to Chris- 

tian churches than any other period 
in the Board’s history. 


Former Missionary Dies 


CoLuMBIA, Mo.—Miss Emma Lyon, 
born Aug. 17, 1869, died in her sleep, 
April 1, at the Lenoir Memorial 
Home where she had made her resi- 
dence for the past decade. 


Miss Lyon went to China as a 
missionary in 1893 and served there 
for 50 years before her retirement. 
She was the first resident of the 
Lenoir Home. 


During the last decade of her life 
she participated in the activities of 
the home, of First Christian Church 
here of which she was a member 
and of the comraunity. 

Short memorial services were con- 
ducted in this city by Dr. Edmund 
Miller and C. E. Lemmon. Further 
services were held at Lone Pine, 
Pa., where Miss Lyon had nieces 
and nephews. 


Corl A. Leach Dies 


CoLuMBIA, Mo.—Corl A. Leach, 
aged 52, died at his home near here 
March 28, after an illness of several 
weeks. He was a well-known lay- 
man in Missouri, serving as an elder 
in First Christian Church. 


He is survived by his wife and 
three sons, Robert, who is a Disci- 


ple minister in Denver, Colo., Kent, 
a former assistant editor of The 
Christian, and Alan, a student in 
the University of Missouri. 

Mr. Leach was editor and pub- 
lisher of the Dairy Goat Journal, a 
paper of national circulation in the 
dairy industry. 

Services were conducted from 
First Church on March 30 by C. E. 
Lemmon and Lester Rickman. 


Culver-Stockton College 
To Present Five Awards 


2 Ministers Honored 


CANTON, Mo.—Arnold C. Abrams, 
secretary of the Christian Board of 
Publication, St. Louis, and James B. 
Weldon of Loveland, Colo., a former 
president of Cotner College are two 
ministers who will be given special 
recognition at the third annual 
Alumni Recognition Day here on the 
campus of Culver-Stockton College. 

Three other persons also will re- 
ceive special honors: Dr. Law- 
rence Tucker, director of the school 
of dramatics and speech at Illinois 
Wesleyan University, Bloomington; 
Arnold Ben Wagner, superintendent 
of J. L. Dillon, Inc., wholesale flor- 
ist, Bloomsburg, Pa.; and Dr. Ralph 
F. Wehrmann, research chemist em- 
ployed by the Fansteel Metallurgical 
Corporation in North Chicago. 


New in New Mexico 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.—New Mexico 
has established two new Christian 
Churches in the past six months. 

The pastor for the Los Altos Chris- 
tian Church on the east side of this 
city is Carl Smith who came from 
Oklahoma City. 


Hayes Webster was recently in- 
stalled as the minister of Highland 
Church in Hobbs. 


Gene Zendt is the pastor at Beth- 
any Christian Church, Farmington, 
and Arthur Buhler is now minister 
at Sombra Del Monte Church, hav- 
ing begun his work here April 15. 
He came from First Church, Padu- 
cah, Ky. 

Monte Vista Church here, Truce 
Lewellyn minister, is in a building 
expansion program which includes 
a modern kitchen, enlarged and re- 
decorated fellowship hall and a new 
education wing. 
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@ Second Delegate Assembly 


Louisiana Convention 
by Sam J. Allen 


HAMMOND, LA.—The Louisiana 
State Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) held 
its anual state convention here in 
the “Strawberry Capital of the 
World.” 

Over 300 people from Louisiana’s 
29 Christian Churches came to take 
part in the March 18-20 convention. 

The convention-goers heard sev- 
eral Disciple leaders. Featured 
were: Harlie L. Smith, president of 
the Board of Higher Education; Wil- 
liam T. Pearcy, president of the 
Board of Church Extension; John F. 
White, missionary to the Philippines; 
Mark Rutherford, assistant executive 
secretary of men’s work, who spoke 
at a wild game dinner given for the 
men of the state by Bill Pierce, 
Shreveport oil man; W. W. Evans, 
business manager of the Dallas’ 
Juliette Fowler Homes; and Frank 
Crow of Texas Christian University’s 
department of church relations, Fort 
Worth. 

Also on the program was Lewis E. 
Everline, the fraternal delegate from 
the United Church of Christ and 
vice-president of the Texas Synod 
of United Church of Christ. 


He spoke on Jesus’ prayer for 
Christian Unity “that they may all 
be one” and suggested ways in which 
the United Church of Christ and the 
Disciples of Christ could work to- 
gether in promoting the Kingdom of 
God. 


One important way would be in 
the building of new churches where 
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the two denominations would seek 
to complement one another instead 
of competing with each other in the 
location of church buildings. 


The 1960 Convention marked the 
second year that the business of the 
convention was passed on by voting 
representatives elected by the local 
congregations. 


Each church was allowed to have 
five voting representatives with their 
alternates plus one for every hun- 
dred members or major fraction 
thereof. 

According to Richard Wilburn, past 
president of the Louisiana Conven- 
tion, the voting representative sys- 
tem has been very successful and 
has afforded a more equitable dis- 
tribution of votes. This system also 
places more responsibility on the 
local congregation to send their rep- 
resentatives to the conventions. 


The writer of this news report, 
Sam J. Allen, is pastor of First 
Christian Church, Hammond, La. 


Slated June 6-18 


Brite Hosts Campus 


Ministers’ Institute 


Fort WortH, TEXAS—The Campus 
Ministers’ Institute will be held here 
June 6-18 at Brite College of the 
Bible. 

The scheduled areas of study in- 
clude: The Theology of Christian 
Vocation for Our Time, Counseling 
College Students, The Campus Min- 
ister and His Own Vocation, and Dis- 
cussion Groups and Field Trip. 





@hituaries 


Mrs. Edith Willard 


Mrs. Edith Willard, 77, died Feb. 21, 1960, in 
Woodville, Texas. She was a member of the First Chris- 
tian Church of Woodville and an ordained minister. 

Mrs. Willard was the widow of the late Evangelist 
Trimble and she traveled extensively with him doing 
evangelistic singing. She was a native of lowa. 

Later she married the late Jess Willard and together 
they operated a weekly newspaper in Livingston, Texas, 
and later moved to Woodville where they bought the 
paper and for several years she assisted in the publica- 
tion of the ‘‘Tyler County Booster.’’ 

Mrs. Willard is survived by one sister, Mrs. W. H. 
Schoonover, Los Angeles, Calif., and one stepson, Don 
Willard, Bloomington, Minn. 

Services were held Feb. 23 in Woodville with Charles 
~ oa, minister of the First Christian Church of- 
ciating. 


A, T. Starr 


A. Tremon Starr, 54, pastor of Woodland Christian 
Church in Houston, Texas, since October, 1952, died 
in the parsonage Dec. 11, 1959. Surviving are his 
wife, Vi, two i Alvis, 25, and Howard, 20, and a 
daughter, Kathry: 

All of Mr. Star's ministry was in the state of Texas. 
Educated at Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, his 
pastorates included: 11 years at Sour Lake, five years 
at Luling, two and one-half years at Baytown, two 
years at Oakwood Unity, two years at Woodville and 
in his student days one and one-half years at Overton. 

Under Mr. Starr’s leadership, the Woodland Church 
changed locations and built the first unit of a new 
plant in a strategic location in North Central Houston. 


Agnes Irvine Wood 


Funeral services for Mrs. Agnes Irvine Wood were held 
in Tacoma, Wash., Oct. 12, 1959, by C. M. Ridenour, 
Christian Church minister. 

Mrs. Wood was among the first of the white children 
born in Montana. She was the widow of Galen Wood 
who came to Montana in the early 1880’s under the 
direction of the Christian Women’s Board of Missions. 

Together they organized and built the Shortridge 
Memorial Christian Church in Butte, Mont., and served 
for several years with the church. They also pioneered 
the establishment of the er” Movement in Crip- 
ple Creek, Colo., and Ogden, U 

Surviving are two daughters os a son. 


Earle H. Biddle 


Earle H. Biddle, 66, pastor of South Charleston 
eo Church, South Charleston, W. Va., died Jan. 

, 1960, following a short illnes: 

a graduate of Bethany 7B sny i. Biddle began his 
ministry in Romney, W. Va., about 1914, 

He was a nephew of Harry Biddie, first. Christian 
Church missionary to the Belgian Congo. His father, 
Francis M. Biddle also was a Christian Church minister 
and a graduate of Bethany College. 

Mr. Biddle is survived by his wife, Mrs. Alice 
Biddle, two daughters, a sister and nine grandchildren. 


George O. Mills 


George 0. Mills, Christian minister, died Feb. 13, 
1960, at Bradenton, Fla., where he had resided since 
retirement. Services were held Feb. 19 at Edinburg, 


Ind. 

Mr. Mills was born at Lamar, Mo., Sept. 13, 1886, 
and began his ministerial service in 1913 at Heyworth, 
lll. He served at Oblong, Ill., Brownstown, Carlisle, 
Windfall and Mitchell, Ind. He preached at Edinburg 
from 1928 until May, 1944, His next pastorate was 
Carthage Christian Church at Cincinnati, Ohio, where 


he served until retirement Jan. 1, 1957, 
Survivors are the widow, Beulah Mills, and two sons. 
George W. Wise 


George W. Wise, retired minister, died at the Emily 
E. Flynn Home for the aged at Marion, Ind., on Feb. 
23. Mr. Wise began his pastoral service in 1895 and 
ag! oon of 59 years to the ministry. He was born 
in 5 

He received his college training at Johnson Bible 
College and Milligan College. Most of his service was 
in the states of Illinois, Ohio and Indiana. His last 
pastorate was at French Lick, Ind., where he served for 
nine and one-half years. 

He was preceded in death by his wife in 1957 
and by two of his children, George and Robert. He is 
survived by a daughter, Mrs. William G. (Kathleen) 
Winemiller, and a son, Lloyd. 

Funeral services were held at Coldwater, Mich., with 
interment there. 


Maude L. Kline 


Mrs. Maude L. Klime, 67, died Dec. 2, 1959, 
Hutchinson, Kan. Born at Burrton, Kan., she came ‘ 
Hutchinson with her parents in 1904 and married 
Norval N. Kline in 1912. 

Mrs. Kline was a charter member of the Park Place 
Christian Church, assistant teacher of the adult class, 
a member of the mothers’ club, and a board member 
of the day nursery for many years. 

She jis survived by her husband and three sons. 

Services were held Dec. 5 in Park Place Christian 
Church, with the minister, Eugene Frazier, and former 
pastor, Roland K. Huff, in charge. 


Mary Helena Gordon 


Mrs. Mary Helena Gordon, 97, oldest member of 
Bethany Memorial Christian Church, Bethany, W. Va., 
died Jan. 3, 1960. 

She was the widow of E. Gordon, former Chris- 
tian Church minister who a, from Bethany Col- 
lege in 1892 and served pastorates in Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Ohio. 

She is survived by a daughter, Miss Luta M. Gordon, 
se of Bethany College. Burial was at Mononga- 

a, 


Mrs. William D. Ross 


Funeral services were held Dec. 13, 1959, In the 
-_ Christian Church, Buffalo, Mo., for Mrs. Wil- 
liam D. (Lue Mecaltiste) Ross. 

Born in Litchfield, fll., Dec. 28, 1870, she was 
a life-long member of the Christian Church. She was 
a charter member of the Christian Church in Charleston, 
S. C., and was an active —_ of the Buffalo Chris- 
tian Church for over 50 ye 

a survived by two aun, two sons, and four 


Burial was in the Oak Lawn cemetery at Buffalo with 
her minister, Paul Tibbs, conducting the service. 
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WORLD CONVENTION— 
(Continued from page 18.) 


the guest speaker. One thousand 
women are expected to attend. 
The second luncheon is for the 
preachers. Three hundred are 
expected. The guest speaker will 
be Murdo Macdonald, minister of 
the St. Georges Church, West, in 
Edinburgh. 

On Friday the All-Nations’ 
Luncheon will be held, when 25 
one-minute greetings will be 
brought by speakers from as 
many countries. 

This will be a singing conven- 
tion, with a large choir partici- 
pating under the leadership of 
Arthur Wake of Lexington, Ken- 
tucky. Many from different 
countries are enlisting for this 
choir which will sing an anthem 
at each session. The music com- 
mittee, William Wiegmann, 
chairman, has selected 50 great 
hymns which will be printed in 
the Program Book. 

One of the interesting parts of 
the program will be the presenta- 
tion of a Bible to the Convention 
President by the Naticnal Bible 
Society of Scotland. Such a pres- 
entation is made each year to the 
Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland. 

A study program has been car- 
ried on by the World Convention 
for the past five years. Some 34 
study committees have been pre- 
paring manuscripts on six sig- 
nificant theological subjects. At 
Edinburgh there will be 12 Study 
Groups meeting separately, each 
group to consider one of the 
study subjects. These 12 groups 
will meet 4:00 to 5:30 P.M. on 
Thursday and Friday. 

Saturday will be a big day, 
when the women, men and young 
people will hold simultaneous 
meetings from 9 o’clock to 12 
noon. On Saturday afternoon 
there will be a Municipal Recep- 
tion and Garden Party at his- 
toric Lauriston Castle, which will 
be preceded by a two-hour bus 
tour of Edinburgh. Plans are 
being made for 50 busses to ac- 
commodate those who desire to 
také this tour and be present at 
the Garden Party. 
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The climactic day of the Con- 
vention will be on Sunday. Many 
of the ministers of our world 
Brotherhood will be assigned to 
the pulpits of the Edinburgh and 
Vicinity churches by the Edin- 
burgh Pulpit Committee. These 
churches represent many de- 
nominations. 

The World Convention Com- 
munion Service will be held in 
Usher Hall at 3 o’clock. Our 
British brethren will be in charge 
of this service, Charles K. Green 
presiding. The preacher on this 
occasion will be W. A. Welsh of 
Dallas, Texas. The offering will 
be given in behalf of the “Refu- 
gee Year” work through the 
World Council of Churches. 

The worship services in each 
session will be a source of spirit- 
ual strength; the messages will 
inspire and challenge; and the 
Christian fellowship will be en- 
riching to all who have the good 
fortune to attend this Sixth As- 
sembly of the World Convention. 


MAN IN ORBIT— 
(Continued from page 9.) 


if one’s faith is to remain stead- 
fast, it must grow apace with his 
scientific and educational knowl- 
edge. Recent surveys have 
shown that 34 per cent more of 
the younger scientists than the 
older generation have put some 
sort of faith at the center, and 
have recognized that there must 
be a divine intelligence to bring 
about all this creative power. 

The paradox is that the God 
of the telescope must be also the 
God of the microscope. We must 
come to the realization that we 
are moral individuals in the 
midst of a moral universe. The 
God of outer space is also a per- 
sonality interested in the person. 
God is aware of my needs and 
hears my prayer to bring myself 
into harmony with his creation. 

Christ must be our vision of 
what God is like. He must be 
the expression of and interpreta- 
tion of that which is the highest. 
In him we come to know God 
because he brings God into focus 
in humanity. 

As the astronomer charts the 


infinite expanse of the great end- 
less space into an understandable 
light year; so we must measure 
the immeasurable fact of God 
by the understanding knowledge 
of Christ. 

He is the best we have. He is 
the focus of God. He is the 
measure of God; and those of us 
who are his followers must see 
and understand the great expanse 
of that measurement and that 
focus as it extends across the 
ages. 

A free church must be the 
best interpretation of him. Di- 
recting the enlightened mind of 
our generation, the true God can 
be as great as outer space; and 
yet that same God can be inter- 
ested in us personally, as demon- 
strated in the life and teachings 
of Jesus Christ. 

The church college must aid 
us in this quest. Young college 
graduates are free to translate 
the highest into the great realiza- 
tion that our God is big enough, 
and that our measurement of 
Him is found in the person of 
Jesus Christ. 


When God Could Smile 
by Maybon Lindley 


This is a day that Heaven gave 
To compensate for gloom 
That shadowed us for days 

and days. 

There has been no room 
For sun. The sky has drooped 
with grey, 

A damp and sagging wool, 
A worn and faded blanket, 


pinned 
With spikes of ice. The pull 
Of arctic, howling winds has 
shaken 
Window panes and trees. 


Today, the sun bathed earth 


with light 

And coaxed young, tender 
leaves. 

This is a day that Heaven 


gave 
To cause the heart to sing. 
This is a day when God could 
smile 


And say: 
Spring!” 


“We all need 
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Gilbert Hwang, Disciple 
Studying at Purdue 


Chinese Student 


Gilbert Hwang, a young Chris- 
tian teacher at King’s College, 
Hong Kong, is taking advantage 
of a grant for advanced studies 
at Purdue University, Lafayette, 
Ind. 


Mr. Hwang is the nephew of 
Hwang Shao Chi, who for many 
years was treasurer of Christian 
Churches in the Nanking, China, 
area. This church work there was 
founded by The United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

Prior to days of the Chinese Red 
regime Mr. Hwang’s father had left 
the Nanking area. He took up a 
bank position in Hong Kong in 1946, 
continuing there until 1952 and op- 
erating a store for five years prior 
to his death in 1958. 

The young Mr. Hwang (Gilbert) 
is a graduate of the University of 
Nanking (Ginling), getting out of 
Red China in 1954. 

His mother, a brother and his wife 
(a bride of about one year) remain 
in Hong Kong. They are active in 
Christian church work there. Mr. 
Hwang expects to return to Hong 
Kong upon completion of work to- 
ward the master’s degree at Pur- 
due. 

This graduate work is made pos- 
sible by a study grant of the China 
mission funds of the World Mission 
Division of The United Society. 


Remodeling at First 


sere i 









GILBERT HWANG (right) confers 

with Dr. Donald F. West, executive 

secretary of East Asia for The United 
Christian Missionary Society. 


Home Foundations 


by J. Warren Hastings 


“IT want to talk with you about 
my little boy who is now six years 
of age,” she said to me in a quiet 
voice. “As you know, he is our old- 
est child. We have a daughter four, 
and a daughter two and one-half 
years of age. My son feels that part 
of his responsibility is to help me 
to run the home. He seems to di- 
vide our family into two groups— 
my husband and I and himself as 
one group, and my two daughters 
as the other group.” 

“My impression is that your six- 
year-old son is quite precocious. Is 
that right?” I said. 

“Yes. For the last year and a 


Church, Alexandria, Ind. 


Mss 


REMODELED INTERIOR of First Christian Church, Alexandria, Ind., which 
was recently completed. Remodeling included a return to the church’s 
original rectangular shape, a leveling of the floor, new pews and chancel 


furniture. Herschel M. Reed is the new pastor of the church. 
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half, he has been enrolled in a pri- 
vate school and he has done very 
well. The other day he came home 
and said to me: ‘Mother, the boy 
next to me at school says that he 
gets paid for setting the table in 
his home every morning. Why 
could not I be paid for setting the 
table?’ 

“I told him, ‘You can be paid for 
setting the table every morning for 
the family breakfast but you must 
get up when you are called and 
have the table set when breakfast 
is ready. I will pay you fifty cents 
a week and I will expect you to 
set the table seven mornings a 
week. Is that an agreement?’ 

“*Yes’ he said, ‘you can depend 
upon me to set the table for break- 
fast every morning.’ Since then he 
has gotten up before the rest of 
the family, gone downstairs by him- 
self, and set the table. One morn- 
ing he forgot and slept in. I told 
him that our agreement could only 
hold if he were on the job every 
day. Since then he has been very 
regular. 

“I hope I am bringing my son 
up right. He said to me not long 
ago: ‘Mother, I think we have a 
lovely home and I think that you 
and Daddy are the best parents in 
the whole world.’ I looked at him 
a long time before I answered: 
‘Justin, you and your sisters help 
Daddy and me to make this a lovely 
home. We think that you children 
are the most wonderful children in 
the whole world. Our dream is 
that you will love everything about 
your home. We are not wealthy 
people and we cannot give you 
many material things that we wish 
we could. However, the three of 
you have brought us great happi- 
ness and we want to live the Chris- 
tian life before you. When you get 
older and go out into the world, 
we want you to have had the ex- 
perience of being brought up in our 
own wonderful Christian home.’ ” 

The lady and I sat in silence after 
she had spoken. 

“I believe,” I said, “that the most 
important single factor in the 
bringing up of a child is that the 
atmosphere of the home should be 
Christian. I commend you on the 
highly intelligent and Christian way 
in which you are bringing up your 
children.” 





@ Dr. Herald B. Monroe, general 
secretary of the Ohio Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, has been named 
associate trustee of Hiram College, 
Hiram, Ohio. Also Dr. Harry B. 
McCormick, Indianapolis, Ind., was 
named trustee emeritus. 
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Y.M.C.A. Executive 
To Church Position 


PORTLAND, OrRE.—Arnold E. Ramer, 
for the past nine years executive 
secretary of the Downtown Portland 
Y.M.C.A., assumed the position as 
director of Christian education for 
First Christian Church here on April 
s 

Harold Glen Brown, minister, an- 
nounced that Mr. Ramer’s selection 
came after a nine-month search to 
find an outstanding Christian leader 
who would inspire youth and give 
creative and dynamic direction to 
the educational program. 

Because of Mr. Ramer’s long ex- 
perience working with youth at the 
Y.M.C.A. the committee is confi- 
dent he will more than fill all of 
these qualifications. 

Mr. Ramer was born in Toronto, 
Ontario, in 1907. He was graduated 
from George Wiliams College, Chi- 
cago, Ill. and has done graduate 
work at the University of Cincinnati 
and at Lewis and Clark College, 
Portland, Ore. Most of his adult 
life has been spent serving the 
Y.M.C.A. as boys’ work secretary 
and youth secretary as well as ex- 
ecutive secretary in various Y.M.- 
CA.'s. 


Evangelism In Florida 


OcaLaA, F.LA—Four’- evangelism 
conferences were held here in 
Florida, sponsored by the state com- 
mittee of evangelism, and conducted 
by Donald M. Salmon, national di- 
rector of evangelism. Chairman 
Earl Eppling of the state commit- 
tee arranged the schedule which be- 
gan in Jacksonville on Feb. 14. 

On Feb. 15 and 16 Mr. Salmon 
was one of the guest speakers at the 
annual meeting of the Christian 
Ministers’ Association, in Gainesville. 
Following that meeting, he conducted 
evangelism conferences in DeLand, 
Tampa and Hollywood. He also ad- 
dressed the Southeast District CMF 
rally in Miami. 

Florida churches have set a goal 
of 50,000 net membership by the 
close of the Decade of Decision, 
which means an increase of approx- 
imately 150 per cent over the pres- 
ent membership. 

Evangelism will be given further 
emphasis at the 69th Annual State 
Convention scheduled for May 11- 
14 in Jacksonville Riverside Church. 
The theme selected for the annual 
meeting is “That We Fail Not Man 
Nor Thee,” and President Leonard 
Boynton, of Tampa, says the pro- 
gram will “seek to emphasize the 
positive contributions to be made 
by the Christian Churches.” 
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Arnold E. Ramer 





Included on the convention pro- 
gram will be Dr. Frank Slaughter, 
well-known Jacksonville (Fla.) au- 
thor; G. Curtis Jones and Paul Bol- 
man of St. Louis; Spencer Austin and 
Samuel F. Pugh of Indianapolis; and 
representatives of our brotherhood 
agencies and of the Florida Council 
of Churches.—MABEL HENDRICKSON. 


Miss Leta Bradney 


New CWF Director 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Miss Leta 
Bradney, newly appointed director 
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of leadership development for the 
Christian Women’s Fellowship, The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
took up her new duties Feb. 1 ‘and 
is now participating in spring meet- 
ings of CWF in various states. 

Miss Bradney has been serving 
as secretary to Miss Jessie M. Trout, 
United Society vice-president. 

A graduate of Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla. she has served the 
Christian Churches in El Reno, 
Okla., Calumet, Okla., Ada, Okla., 
Fort Smith, Ark., Sedalia, Mo., and 
Guthrie, Okla. 


Greenwood, Miss. 
Week of Preaching 
GREENWOOD, MuIss.—First Chris- 


tian Church recently held a week of 
preaching here with Maurice M. 
Grove, secretary-director of the 
Mississippi Christian Churches, as 
the speaker. 

The meeting was designed specifi- 
cally for the membership of the 
church and their responsibilities. 
Theme for the week was “I Believe” 
and various messages were titled: 
“The Church,” “Jesus Christ,” “Bap- 
tism,” “The Lord’s Supper,” “Chris- 
tian Stewardship” and “Total Com- 
mitment.” 

J. Don Smotherman has served the 
local church as minister for the past 
three years. 


—Board of Church Extension Photo 

RALPH C. NEILL (center), former director of public relations for the Inter- 

national Convention of Christian Churches, and wife, Nola, accept a $450 

check presented by Myron C. Cole, a member of the International Conven- 

tion board of directors. The gift was from personal friends with whom 
Mr. Neill had worked during his six years with the Convention. 
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BOY SCOUT ROGER ADAMS received the 


God and Country award from his mother, 
Mrs. George Adams, at First Christian 
Church, Baytown, Texas, on Feb 7. 





—Photo by Darrel Baker 
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BOY SCOUT SUNDAY was observed at First Christian 

Church, Edwardsville, Ill. At the worship service the min- 

ister, Eugene R. Lamport, presented God and Country 

awards to (from left): Richard Small, Edward Small and 
Thomas Webb. 


Boy Scout Program Links 


Service to Church and Nation 


God and 


Country Awards 


JACK E. THURMAN, JR., received the Boy Scout God 


and Country award from his pastor, Herbert W. 
Sprowls, at Northwood Christian Church, Beaumont, 
Texas. The Northwood Troop is sponsored by the Chris- 


tian Men’s Fellowship. 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Wellington, Kan., 
shared in the presentation of God and Coun- 
try awards to these Scouts on National Scout 
Sunday. Participants included (first row from 
left): Doug Smith, Bobby Smith, David Dicken- 
sheets, Leland Watson III and Ted D. Hurst, 
minister; (back row from left): Scoutmaster 
Harold Hainsworth, Mike Gibson, Assistant 
Scoutmaster Leland Watson II and Curtis 
Russell. 
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A Christian Seminar 
This Summer... 


Institute on Evangelism 


INDIANAPOLIS—Paul G. Mussel- 
man, executive director of the de- 
partment of evangelism of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ, 
will be a visiting lecturer at an In- 
stitute on Evangelism, July 12-22 at 
Christian Theological Seminary here. 

The Institute is sponsored jointly 
by Christian Theological Seminary 
and the department of evangelism 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society. 

Joseph M. Smith, assistant profes- 
sor of Missions and History of Reli- 
gions at Christian Theological Sem- 
inary, is director and Donald M. 
Salmon, executive secretary of evan- 
gelism for the United Society, is co- 
director. 

Lecturing during the first week of 
the session will be Thomas W. Toler, 
minister of the First Christian 
Church, Oakland, Calif., and chair- 
man of the committee on evangelism 
of the Home and State Missions 
Planning Council. His subject will 
be “Evangelism Among the Disciples 
of Christ.” 

Mr. Musselman, whose lectures 
will be given during the second week 
of the Institute, will speak on ‘“Com- 
municating the Good News to 
Modern Man.” 

George C. Stuart, head of the de- 
partment of preaching at the Sem- 
inary, will lecture on “Theology of 
Evangelism with Special Reference 
to Preaching.” 

Other faculty members and their 
subjects include Robert Tobias, as- 
sociate professor of ecumenical the- 
ology and church history, a discus- 
sion of the neighborhood evangelism 
project in the Irvington area of In- 
dianapolis; James B. Miller, head of 
the department of Christian educa- 
tion, the relationship between Chris- 
tian education and evangelism, con- 
centrating on the pastor’s class; and 
Lowell G. Colston, head of the de- 
partment of pastoral care, together 
with Dr. Tom Klink of the Menninger 
Clinic, Topeka, Kansas, will share the 
subject, “Psychology of the Conver- 
sion Experience.” 

Classroom sessions and discussion 
groups will deal with the theology 
of evangelism, evangelism and 
preaching, the relative decline in 
effectiveness in Disciples’ evange- 
lism, the popular image of the 
church, the Protestant ministry in 
the American mind and the psy- 
chology of conversion. 

Enrollment is limited to 25 min- 
isters. Scholarships of $50 are avail- 
able for each enrollee. Further in- 
formation may be obtained by writ- 
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ing to: The Department of Evange- 
lism, United Christian Missionary 
Society, 222 South Downey Avenue, 
Indianapolis 7, Ind. 


Elected President 


EUGENE, OrE.—Mrs. Carroll C. 
Roberts was chosen to head the 
United Church Women of Oregon 
for 1960. She is the wife of Dr. 
Carroll Roberts, well-known Dis- 
ciple minister. 

As president of the United Church 
Women, she assumes the vice-presi- 
dency of the Oregon Council of 
Churches. 

Two other Disciple women were 
elected to leadership in the United 
Church Women of Oregon at the 
same time as Mrs. Roberts. Mrs. 
Earl C. Heym of the First Christian 
Church in Portland was named 
treasurer, Mrs. Gerald R. Wood of 
Beaverton, was elected chairman of 


Worship Bulletins 


Your brotherhood Worship Bulletin 
Service offers you a bulletin for every 
Sunday worship service of the year— 
48 illustrations on the front in two 
colors and 4 in full color (Thanks- 
giving, Christmas, Palm Sunday, and 
Easter). When folded, the inside 
pages are blank for imprinting your 
program. The backs contain a brief 
message about the work of the brother- 
hood. They fold to 514” x 814”. 
Please order one month in advance 
of desired delivery date in multiples 
of 50. The price is 95 cents per 
hundred. If you subscribe to the 
Bulletin Service, you may order as 
many of the four Special Day bulletins 
as you wish at 95 cents per hundred 
(regular price, $2.00 per hundred). 


When you use Brotherhood Bulle- 
tins you are using bulletins planned 
and prepared especially for Chris- 
tian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
by expert writers and artists. No- 
where else can you find bulletins 
that bring the continuing story of 
our church and interesting general 
brotherhood news. Free sample 
copies are available on request. 


Christian Board 
of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Brotherhood News 


the department of Christian Social 
Action.—Ray S. HEWITT 


School of Missions 


HoustoN—The World Outreach 
Department of the Spring Branch 
Christian Church held a school of 
missions, March 6-27. 

The purpose was so the members 
might learn more about their mis- 
sion schools in Africa. 

On Sunday, March 6, the subject 
was “Africa and Its People,” pre- 
sented by the noted lecturer and 
anthropologist Robert Vines. 

On Sunday March 13, Miss Ruth 
Musgrave, missionary in the Belgian 
Congo for 40 years and now retired, 
discussed missions there. The fol- 
lowing two programs were also 
specially planned. The school ended 
with a dinner and puppet show pro- 
vided by the C.W.F.—GayLE Harris 


Brotherhood 
Bulletins 
for 


Your 
Church 





News Bulletins 


Your brotherhood News Bulletin 
Service is ideal for use as a weekly 
paper, with miméographed or printed 
church news, calendar of events, ad- 
dress space, etc. Printed in black 
only, the two inside illustrated pages 
are printed with brotherhood news at 
home and abroad, and interdenomina- 
tional activities. Shipped flat, they 
fold to 514” x 814". Please order 
one month in advance of desired de- 
livery date in multiples of 50. The 
price is 80 cents per hundred. 
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A SANCTUARY-VIEW of the chancel area of Broadway Christian Church, Wichita, Kan. 


Preaching With 
Silent Symbols 


The new million-dollar build- 
ing of Broadway Christian 
Church, Wichita, Kan., features 
an extensive use of symbols 
which silently preach the story 
of Christianity in an instructive 
and inspiring manner amidst a 
worshipful atmosphere. 

In January over 7,500 people 
attended the week-long dedica- 
tion services, at Kansas’ largest 
Christian Church, just two years 
after a disastrous fire which 
completely destroyed the old 
church structure. 

Harry Cunningham, the pas- 
tor, stated that the symbols are 
“reminders of our Christian faith 
and tools by which we can teach 
this faith to others.” 

The narthex, illuminated by 
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trinity lamps hanging from a 45- 
foot ceiling, is dominated by a 
wood carving of the Last Supper. 
The hand-carved figures, depict- 
ing this significant event, were 
created in Oberammergau by the 
world-famous Passion Players. 
Three art-glass windows por- 
tray the Great Commission. The 
Great Window, depicting Christ 
giving his last message while on 
earth, features 12 panels, each 
containing the symbolic shield of 
an apostle. The World Mission 
Window features four panels pic- 
turing shields representative of 
the first four missionaries, Paul, 
Barnabas, Silas and Timothy. 
Then to complete the Great Com- 
mission symbol there is the Gos- 
pel Window consisting of four 


panels with a shield for each Gos- 
pel story as found in the New 
Testament. 

The sanctuary has seating for 
1,080 worshipers. Here the cen- 
tral aisle leads to the chancel, 
entered by the five steps used in 
Disciples’ preaching. The com- 
munion table of Colorosa marble 
and walnut has the symbolic 
sheaf of wheat and cluster of 
grapes with a large Bethany 
chalice placed in the center. 

The Dossal behind the bap- 
tistry is 42-feet high and is so 
arranged that the coloring can 
be changed by special lights for 
the Christian seasons. A large 
gold-leaf cross hangs over the 
baptistry and to shield the candi- 
dates as they enter the baptistry 
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there is a brick trylon symbolic 
of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. On the trylon is an 
eleven-foot dove in wire sculp- 
ture representing the descending 
Spirit. A marble screen of eight 
panels, located in front of the 
baptistry and behind the com- 
munion table, speaks of the re- 
generative power of God as noted 
in 1 Peter 3:21. 

The choir stalls are located on 
each side of the chancel but at a 
lower level so the choir members 
share more as a part of the wor- 
shiping congregation. The choir 
rail made of Colorosa marble 
consists of ten panels, each bear- 
ing a Roman numeral for the 
Decalogue. 

Located immediately above the 
pulpit is a beautiful chandelier 
containing seven gold-filagreed 
round globes with pierced illumi- 
naries representing the gifts of 
the Spirit. 

Outside the sanctuary is a 
beautiful garden containing a re- 
flecting pool in which a huge slab 
of Colorosa marble is planted. 
Wording on the marble is re- 
flected in the waters to read: 
“He restoreth my soul.” 

The Chapel of the Good Shep- 
herd, used frequently for wed- 
dings, overlooks this garden. 





: 


Here the diamond motif, the 
symbol of love, is used through- 
out. 

The Chapel of Prayer, designed 
for individual meditation, has a 
circular altar symbolic of the 
eternal nature of God and His 
love. The pews have kneeling 
rails for use by those who enter 
for prayer. 

Visitors comment not only on 
the symbolism in the building, 
but the successful integration of 
its complex parts into a beauti- 
ful and functional unit. The 
building itself is contemporary 
and the materials are largely in- 
expensive. 

Garrold A. Griffin, the archi- 
tect and an elder in the church, 
perhaps expresses the feelings of 
the entire membership in the 
comment on the new Broadway 
Christian Church, “We have 
never felt that we were working 
alone in all this.” 





@ Dr. John D. Draper, professor and 
head of the department of chem- 
istry at Bethany College, Bethany, W. 
Va., is now on sabbatical leave for 
the current academic semester. He 
is engaged in exploratory organic 
chemical research for the Stoner- 
Mudge Corp., a division of American 
Marietta Corp., in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The company manufactures organic 
coatings for food containers. 





» LP 











LIGHT FROM ABOVE is featured in the prayer chapel. 
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VISION is a weekly magazine 
aimed at the interests of boys 
and girls in their teens. It has 
therefore a variety of regular 
features. The weekly fiction sto- 
ries relax them, while the Pen 
Pal Club opens for many the 
door to more friends. Left's Face 
It, by two authorities in teen- 
age problems, answers questions 
in an honest way. The spiritual 
needs of teens are cared for in 
the Fellowship of the Quiet 
Hour. In addition, there are 
the Platter Parade, reports on 
the latest records, and Book Re- 
view, always recommending 
good literature. All in all, quite 
a@ magazine! Surprise your 
youngster with a_ subscription. 
$2.50 per year; 60c per quar- 
ter each in clubs of 5 or more. 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Valid Restoration 


The Restoration Principle. 
T. DeGroot. 
192 pages. $4. 


“The illusion of Restorationism,” 
says C. C. Morrison in The Unfin- 
ished Reformation, is “a monu- 
mental absurdity.” The New Testa- 
ment does not support attempts to 
restore the details of the primitive 
church. But is the principle of res- 
toration valid, rightly understood? 
Yes! says A. T. DeGroot. Not only 
that. “The history of all continuing 
religions is a record of recurring 
restoration programs.” 

After examining the “idea of res- 
toration in vital religion,” Dr. De- 
Groot reports the results of his 
search for the restoration motif 
among the Ante-Nicene church 
fathers, in the “middle ages,” and 
the modern period. Those who have 
found the restoration principle 
significant, he tells us, did not in- 
voke the principle on behalf of some 
rigid view of organization in the 
New Testament’ church. They 
were, instead, “witnesses in behalf 
of a developing, ethical, spirit-led 
life,’ a restoration of the purpose 
and program of Jesus, “a righteous 
way of life for men.” 

Discussing “an American experi- 
ment in Restorationism,” Dr. De- 
Groot holds that among Disciples of 
Christ “what began as a free fel- 
lowship of Christian seekers after 
biblical guidance before long be- 
came a more or less rigidly de- 
scribed group of those who had 
found ‘the truth’ about organization, 
work, and worship.” This, he makes 
clear, is regrettable. It is a falsi- 
fication of the restoration principle. 
One cannot reduce Christianity to 
“mechanisms and verbalisms” about 
the exact patterns of organization 
in the New Testament church. This 
makes restorationism the “monu- 
mental absurdity.” 

The restoration principle is, never- 
theless, relevant. What should be 
restored? Dr. DeGroot offers a six- 
fold answer to this question. The 
mood is suggested by the first point 


By A. 
The Bethany Press. 
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—that we must restore “the vision 
of ends, or aims, or purposes, rather 
than any deification or ossification 
of means to those ends.” The future 
for Disciples of Christ is indeed 
bright, but they must, DeGroot says, 
avoid the mistake of thinking that 
“wherever the correct church or- 
ganization is, there is Christ and the 
Spirit of God,” and recapture the 
insight that “wherever Christ’s life 
and the spirit of God are shown, 
there is the Church.” To which 
this reviewer adds ‘‘Amen!’’—OLIVER 
R. WHITLEY 


Very, Very Good 


The Best of Charles E. Jefferson. 
Selected by Frederick Keller Stamm. 
Crowell Publishing Co. 268 pages. 
$3.95. 


This reviewer has always been 
thankful for the great ministry of 
Charles E. Jefferson. About the 
time we were in college he was at 
the height of his power as pastor of 
the Broadway Tabernacle Church of 
New York. The cogency of his 
thought, the beauty of his English 
diction, the common sense veracity 
of his judgments, all appealed to this 
young preacher. Gradually we de- 
veloped a library of Jefferson. 

So interested were we in this great 
preacher that we traveled from 
Cotner College at Lincoln to Des 
Moines (no mean journey then with 
our meager exchequer) to hear 
Jefferson’s lectures. We had heard 
many eloquent preachers, many pul- 
pit pounders, many Bryanesque or- 
ators, but Jefferson was something 
new. Here was the eloquence of 
truth, quietly uttered, beautifully 
phrased, spoken without gesture, let- 


ting the thought carry its own 
weight. He was known as “The 
apostle of the quiet style.” We 


found in Jefferson that a man does 
not have to shout to be heard if 
he has something to say and says 
it well. 

Dr. Frederick Stamm knew Jeffer- 
son. He often heard him preach. 
He has made selections from the 
Jefferson writings that he considers 


most important. 


He has written an 
introduction tHat is illuminating and 


intimate. Most of the Jefferson 
books are now out of print. Dr. 
Stamm has performed an important 
service if he re-introduces Charles E. 
Jefferson to a new generation of 
English-speaking preachers. All of 
Jefferson was good and the best of 
Jefferson is very, very good.—C. E. 
LEMMON 


The Spiritual Life 


Renewal in Retreats. By John L. 
Gasteel. Association Press. 250 
pages. $4.50. 


In this new book, John L. Casteel 
has presented for the novice and the 
expert alike an interpretation of 
the meaning of “retreat.” 

In a simple yet profound sentences 
the author takes the individual to 
personal retreats from the pressures 
and busy-ness of daily living and 
goes on to how retreats can be set 
up on the group basis for all who 
would find help and strength in 
periods of retirement from noise and 
pressures. 

Renewal in Retreats makes one 
feel that it was written by one who 
not only knew techniques, but who 
had experiences personally the inner 
depths of secluded moments in fel- 
lowship with God. Dr. Casteel has 
the ability to blend motivation and 
method, purpose and technique, in 
such a way that one not only knows 
how to set up a retreat, he also 
knows why it should be done. 


The book might be used by the 
person interested in preparing a pro- 
gram of spiritual life conferences 
for the brotherhood or by individ- 
uals wanting to delve deeper into 
the recesses of the Christian life. 
It might be read for enjoyment or it 
might be read with various specific 
purposes in mind. 

If we accept the assumption that 
no individual is entirely satisfied 
with his own spiritual depth then it 
would be worth the time and effort 
required to read John L. Casteel’s 
Renewal in Retreats——SAMUEL F. 
PUGH 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


Moving from a Strong Church 
To a Weak One? 


OMETIMES an active church 

family moves from a_ well-or- 
ganized, efficient, congenial church 
to a much weaker one where there 
is little planning and little program, 
but an abundance of informal fel- 
lowship. If the man of the house- 
hold works for a large corporation 
or is in business for himself, he is 
probably accustomed to using the 
most up-to-date methods, materials 
and concepts. 

Let us suppose the wife is crea- 
tive, alert, and capable, having 
served her former community and 
her former church with enthusiasm 
and effectiveness. The children too 
are active, and able to make friends 
easily. 

When such a family first attends 
the. weaker and less progressive 
church an important decision will 
be made. Either the family will see 
work that needs to be done and be 
challenged by it, or it will see that 
even though they all belong to the 
same denomination they have little 
incommon. They may attend another 
church or no church at all. The de- 
cision is a vital one for the local 
congregation and for the family. 

Suppose that family is your fam- 
ily. Suppose the “new” church has 
had little contact with the outside 
world. It uses antiquated educa- 
tional materials and obsolete meth- 
ods of teaching. To you its spirited 
songs are not hymns and you have 
difficulty in singing them. There is 
little system in the way meetings 
are planned or conducted. What 
will you do—be bored, dissatisfied, 
and just a bit belligerent? Or is 
there something you can do? 

You call on the minister and offer 
your services. He tells you that 
these people don’t want anything 
different, that they have resisted ev- 
ery new idea for years and that all 
the more progressive members have 
gone to other churches. He men- 
tions too that the members want 
him to preach on Sundays and call 


Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of local church life, of The 
United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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on the sick during the week and 
leave what they call the “church 
business” to them. 

This conversation with the min- 
ister will bring greater discourage- 
ment or a greater challenge. What 
should the decision and the proce- 
dure be? 

First, may we suggest that this 
church needs you and your family. 
Your responsibility is to transfer 
your membership and your services 
to this congregation. You’ are 
needed here even more than you 
were in your former church. This 
will be a worthwhile experience not 
only for the church but for you and 
your family. 

Consider this congregation on its 
own merits. Do not compare it, 
even mentally, with other places 
you have been. It has its own as- 
sets, its own beauty, its own unique 
contribution to make to your life. 
Until you learn this lesson you will 
not be happy in your new situation. 

Do not be critical. See possibili- 
ties in every phase of the church 
life. Adjust to your new environ- 
ment. Enjoy the people. Learn 
their’ ways, their interests, and try 
to understand their point of view. 
Concern yourself with their prob- 
lems. Accept any _ responsibilities 
they may offer you. Let your en- 
tire family find its place in your 
new community and in your new 
church. 

When you have accepted a re- 
sponsibility do not try to move too 
rapidly with your assignment. Do 
every phase of your job well. Use 
other members to assist you. In- 
struct them in their responsibilities 
and work with them informally to 
be sure they are at ease and ready. 
When they have done their work 
compliment them for things that 
deserve commendation. Soon you 
will be given other and larger re- 
sponsibilities and people will be glad 
to work with you. 

It would be well to subscribe to 
as many of the church periodicals 
as you can afford. After you have 
made the best use of each issue, 
check those articles that deal with 
the work of other church leaders 


and lend the magazines to those 
leaders. 

Miss no opportunity to invite 
workshops, conferences, and con- 
ventions to be held in your church. 
Take the initiative in erecting and 
making use of a good bulletin board. 

Gradually new ideas, new ways of 
work, new maturity will come to 
the congregation that would have 
remained static had your family de- 
cided to stay at home on Sundays. 

When you move from a strong 
church to a weak one, don’t over- 
look the power of one family— 
yours. 


RELAX 2c. 


WISDOM 


Tired of being conference 
doormat, a certain college 
president decided to lend a 
hand in the recruitment of 
football players. 


Returning, he told the 
coach, “I saw a team that 
went undefeated, with a line 
that averages 145, backs 
weighing 135, and with no 
outstanding passer or kicker.” 

“You didn’t waste any schol- 
arships on those little guys, I 
hope,” said the coach. 


“No,” replied the president. 
“But I hired their coach as 
your successor.” 


MEMORY’S MENACE 


What makes old age 
So hard to bear, 


Is not the falling 
Of one’s hair 

But the constant 
Yen to say 

So much of deeds 
Of another day. 


—H. C. B. (AGE 76) 
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“The spirit and soul o f all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Our Plea or Christ’s 
Editor, The Christian: 


Quite frequently, references are 
made in The Christian to our plea.” 
It would be interesting to hear ten 
people in the Christian Church ex- 
pound on their understanding of 
“our plea.” 


Perhaps our mistake begins with 
the word “our.” If the Church is 
Christ-founded, Christ-built and 
Christ-centered, then “Christ’s plea” 
ought to be our main concern. 
Would we all agree that “Christ’s 
plea” is “that they may be one’? 

Some of our spiritual forefathers 
felt that Christian unity could (and 
would) be accomplished on the 
basis of New Testament Christian- 
ity—and this meant a return to 
the spirit and pattern of the early 
New Testament Church. Thus, we 
launched a new movement into orbit 
that was to end all divisions among 
Christians and unite them all in one 
glorious church. And it might have 
accomplished just that if we hadn’t 
let “Christ’s plea” become “our 
plea.” We restored the forms and 
practices of the early church but 
overlooked the one ingredient that 
really made it the church, i.e., the 
Spirit of Christ. 

Is it too much to ask that we 
really let the church belong to and 
be headed by the living Christ? It 
would mean constant examination of 
ourselves, our ideas, our programs, 
our decisions—but it could be done. 
It would mean that such things as 
affiliation with a local fellowship 
(unscripturally called ‘‘membership” 
at times), Christian doctrine, Chris- 
tian behavior and attitude, etc., 
would be left to the discretion of 
each person to work out with 
Christ; i.e. giving personal autonomy 
precedence over local autonomy in 
certain areas. 

The term “membership” is often 
thought of in human terms. Doesn’t 
the Bible teach that “membership” 
is a term used in reference to our 
relationship with God and the Body 
of His Son? It would appear that 
God alone can decide who is a “mem- 
ber” of His Church and who is not. 
No man has the legal or moral right 
to set himself up as the authority 
on this matter. 

It might be wise for us to con- 
sider de-emphasizing or even elimin- 
ating the word “membership” from 
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our local and brotherhood termi- 
nology. The word “fellowship” has 
a less controversial connotation and 
puts our church affiliation at a level 
where it can be understood properly. 
We deny the right for fellowship 
to no one. Our primary responsi- 
bility is to love and accept people, 
not to judge them. 

It’s interesting how my ideas fre- 
quently solicit an invitation from 
some of my brethren in Christ to 
“go join another church where they 
practice what you believe.” How 
can I join “another” church when 
there is only One Church? If some- 
one will show me where Christ 
authorized ‘another’ church, I 
might very well go “join” it. 

I’m naive enough to believe there 
is sufficient room in Christ’s One 
Great Church for all those who will 
simply say with sincerity (and I 
won’t be the judge of that), “Jesus 
is Lord” or “I believe Jesus Christ 
is the Son of the Living God” or “I 
accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and 
Savior” or “I agree to try to love 
the Lord my God with all my heart, 
soul, strength and mind and my 
neighbor as myself.” 

“I also believe there is room 
enough in the Church for God Him- 
self to live and move in the person- 
ality of Jesus Christ. In fact, I’d 
like to see Him be the head of this 
whole fellowship. Some folks will 
label this “open membership”; I 
simply call it “Christ’s plea for His 
Church.”—RICHARD E. BROWN, 
Fresno, Calif. 


Unpracticed Teachings 
Editor, The Christian: 


The Letters column of Feb. 21 
proves that, after 150 years, Discip- 
les are still wondering whether or 
not immersion should be a test of 
fellowship on a par with the confes- 
sion of Christ. Perhaps the very dis- 
agreement suggests that we are 
dealing with a matter of opinion! 
Might it be time to change the sub- 
ject for variety? 

Fasting, clearly a New Testament 
practice (Acts 13:2-3; 1 Cor. 7:5, 
K. J.), is not a part of Disciple 
worship so far as I know. Indeed, 
the opposite appears to be true. 
Might not the practice of fasting, 
particularly at retreats, be a beauti- 
ful and meaningful experience? 

Our attention might also be di- 
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rected to parts of the Great Com- 
mission other than baptism, for ex- 
ample, mission effort. Is it gener- 
ally accepted that monetary gifts 
replace literal practice of the ad- 
monition to go unto all nations? 
If so, how can we emphasize this 
command? Are Disciples giving 
enough to the mission efforts of 
their choice?—ErRvIN G. PRITCHETT, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Mistake 
Editor, The Christian: 


The editorial (Spiritual Percep- 
tion), Jan. 10, 1960, does not belong 
in a Christian publication BLANCHE 
E. JONES, Troy, N. Y. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: We could be 
wrong, but we thought it did. 


Criterion for Membership 
Editor, The Christian: 


In the February 14th issue of 
The Christian I read with interest 
Mrs. Bernice Hogan’s article, “Is 
Suburban Theology A-Wasting?” 
and disagreed with Mrs. Hogan’s 
criterion for placing church mem- 
bership. 

Is the church which offers a vital 
faith to its participants, which has 
an adequate program and which is 
grounded upon what individuals dis- 
cern to be “correct” doctrines, nec- 
essarily the church to affiliate with? 

Mrs. Hogan is of the impression 
that one’s individual theology is the 
vital criteria for placing church 
membership. Mrs Hogan fails to 
realize that a congregation, with the 
same basic theology, is the con- 
gregation which has no critics to 
stand in judgment upon “false” 
theology. Furthermore, it should 
be realized that the church which 
lacks vital faith may be the church 
to “join,” if for no other reason 
than to instill vital faith to its 
participants. 

In summary, the Christian in- 
dividual in the church lacking in 
vital faith, may not only have a 
vantage point from which to trans- 
form that faith, but may also sit in 
judgment upon that faith. There- 
fore, I think it necessary that Mrs. 
Hogan re-evaluate her criterion for 
membership.—JERRY BRUBAKER, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
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The World on My Doorstep 


by Mrs. Charles K. Green 


Manchester, England 
President, World Christian Women’s Fellowship 


“You certainly get some interest- 
ing mail, Mrs. Green. T:e world 
comes to your doorstep! I suppose 
some of these Christmas cards sare 
from friends you made on your trip. 
I enjoyed reading the cards you sent 
to your family when you were 
away! After all, postcards are pub- 
lic property—aren’t they!” 

So said the postman with a cheery 
smile on a recent wet and dismal 
morning. The day no longer seemed 
so wet and dismal as I thumbed 
through the mail and thought about 
what he had said. 

How right he was! The ‘world 
comes to our doorstep! Over the 
years we have been richly blessed 
by the friendships made through 
our world brotherhood associations. 

Vivid pictures spring up as we 


linger over the Overseas’ stamps; 
memories of happy fellowship with 
brethren in distant places. What 
lessons we have learned as we have 
watched other groups dealing with 
their problems, problems in church 
life and work similar to our own. 
What joy and admiration we have 
felt as we have been challenged by 
the loyalty, faith and stewardship 
of small congregations working in 
unfavorable conditions. What a 
sense of satisfaction we have ex- 
perienced as we have enjoyed the 
thrill of growing church concerns 
and felt the energizing spirit of 
eager, dedicated Christians. And 
the thrill there was of meeting in 
person and hearing the voices of 
layleaders, missionaries, executive 
officers, people previously known 


only through the printed word. 

All these blessings and many 
more can be yours! How? By your 
planning to be part of the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ 
(Disciples) when it meets in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, next August 2-7. 
This time next year, you could be 
receiving Christmas cards from 
newly-made friends across the 
world; you could be re-living the 
wonderful experiences which could 
be yours this coming summer; you 
could know more of the breadth, 
length and depth of Christian Fel- 
lowship. 

Already many hundreds are plan- 
ning to be in Edinburgh, and a siz- 
able proportion of this number are 
women, women of our World Chris- 
tian Women’s Fellowship! At the 
last World Convention, held in To- 
ronto in 1955, the sessions of the 
World CWF were two of the most 
outstanding and inspiring, and we 
are praying and working that the 
same shall be true at Edinburgh. 

Women always know a good thing 
when they see it. Help our mes- 
sage of Christian love which we 
share in the Family of God, more 
nearly to become “public-property” 
—within the reach and experience 
of all mankind! 
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June 5, Children's Day 


CHILDREN’S DAY AND RALLY DAY PRO- 
GRAM BUILDER No. 1. 22 pages of pro- 
gram suggestions for Children’s Day and Children’s Day, you will find material to 
21 pages devoted to Rally Day. 77A300, your liking in this program book. 77A312, 
40¢ 35¢ 

CHILDREN’S DAY AND RALLY DAY PRO- THE GOLDEN BOOK OF PROGRAM MA- 
GRAM BUILDER No. 2. Recitations, songs, TERIAL covers not only Rally Day, but also 


playlets and tableaux. Pre-selected for A : 
. provides suggestions for Harvest Home and 
ao> greens ©3676, tt, Nigh oman ane Promotion Exercises. 77A113, 25¢ 


adults. 77A301, 40¢ 
CHILDREN’S DAY AND RALLY DAY PRO- CHILDREN’S DAY SUGGESTION BOOK NO. 
24. Recitations, exercises, dialogs, tableaux, 


GRAM BUILDER No. 3. More program sug- 
songs and decorating suggestions to make 


gestions for Children’s Day and Rally Day. 
Pre-selected for different age groups. Children’s Day a day for children. 77A314, 
40¢ 


77A302, 40¢ 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
APRIL 24, 1960 


.. Only 42 days away! 


CHILDREN’S DAY PROGRAMS. Whatever 
the custom of your church for celebrating 
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Talk It Over 


Let’s Talk It Over 


Let's Talk It Over 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: Is it possible for 
a minister to make the sermon 
of interest to children and at 
the same time challenging to 
the adult members of the con- 
gregation? 


ANSWER: The one who asks 
this question is, I trust, a good 
friend of mine and is an expert 
in the field of child psychology. 
Her parents were two of our 
most faithful missionaries and 
her brother is perhaps one of 
the strongest interpreters of 
modern missions in our day. I 
feel very humble in making any 
attempt to discuss this ques- 
tion, which is enly a part of a 
lovely letter written by the 
questioner. 

It seems that we agree that 
children and adults can worship 
together but my friend parts 
company when it comes to my 
advocacy that the minister 
should be conscious of chil- 
dren in his congregation and 
challenge the children as well 
as adults. The point is made 
that teachers and scientists in 
colleges and universities are not 
used to teaching children in our 
elementary schools. My answer 
to that would be that if these 
learned folk taught boys and 
girls for awhile those of us 
with limited I.Q.’s might better 
understand them in their uni- 
versity (and even seminary) 
classes. 

We would both agree that 
children should not be talked 


down to. Even those who are 
afraid the Russian scientists 
are ahead of the United States 
are suggesting that we should 
begin earlier with our scientific 
studies. In my city there was 
an exhibit of experiments which 
boys and girls of the grade 
schools have accomplished this 
year in the realm of science. 
Maybe this inspiration has 
come in very simple language 
but I have the feeling that 
great religious truths should be 
given boys and girls in simple 
language. 

It is certainly true that not 
all the children will understand 
everything in next Sunday’s 
sermon but neither will all the 
elders and deacons. The trag- 
edy is in the fact that maybe 
the preacher will not under- 
stand all of it himself. Some 
time ago I was preaching in a 
city where I had never been be- 
fore. I was thrilled by the 
number of families that were in 
the pews. It was mortgage- 
burning Sunday and the sermon 
was not beamed especially at 
boys and girls. However, after 
the service an eleven-year-old 
girl came to me and expressed 
her appreciation of the sermon. 
She gave me a small piece of 
paper. I thanked her but went 
on shaking hands with others. 
When I had time to open the 
paper I found that during the 
service this girl had drawn with 
pencil a rather remarkable like- 
ness of the head of Christ. I 


by F. E. Davison 


am not at all sure how many 
adults were led by the sermon 
to see Jesus but I was happy to 
know that one girl did. 

Again, I apologize for even 
taking issue with this devoted 
and effective Christian leader 
who knows children far better 
than do I. 

This article has been written 
while sitting on a hospital bed. 
Tomorrow a cataract will be re- 
moved from my left eye follow- 
ing a very successful operation 
on the other eye more than a 
year ago. When I get two good 
eyes I hope I will no longer see 
through a glass darkly and 
maybe then I can write a better 
answer to my friend’s question. 

Please forgive the frailties of 
not only my eyes but of what 
is back of the eyes. 


Church Chuckles vy CARTWRIGHT 











